Mixing Issue
Causes Church
To Withdraw

Rural Methodist
Congregations In
Rebellious Mood

1
BAILEY, Miss, (AP)—~The M}'s-{
[sissippi Meth o dist Cbnference;
i faced the prospect today of more '
‘small pural cengregations boiting
jin the wake of the Pine Springs
‘Church here withdrawing on
grounds the Methodist Church “js
SpoRSOTIng  integratig B pf
the races : .

A reliable Methodist source said
‘several  small, rural - churches
‘fave threatened withdrawal,

The north Lauderdale County
congregation of 110 sajg Wednes.
day it is pulling out,

Rev. I. b Slay of Meridian, dis-
trict Superintendent, said he would
have no comment on the with-
drawal He said that things sther. .
wise were “going along mighty
fmoothly™ in his distrief i

Bishop "Marvin 4, Franklin of
Jackson wag unavailable for com-
ment. !

The pastor of the Pine Springs,
. Church, the Rev. Delmar Dennis,
“said his chureh voted un.'zun'mcu,rsiyfi
it join the Soythern Methodist |
'Church at 2 Feb, ;7 meeting of |
-the eatire condregation, !

The Rev. Mr. Dennis said the .
decision was pot announced yutif |
Wedesday as the ehurch  was !
awalting acceptanee by the South- |
ern -Methodists, which he de- |
scribed as g “segregated church,” |

tremely liberal . . and ., . g
affilfated with the National Coun.
Pefl of Churches," the Rey. Mr,
Dennis said in listing ather reg.
5005 fur the switeh, ;

He said the Southern Vethod. |
Ists allow Jocal congregations fo !
call their own pastors and Pine
Springs cailed him, He said he ac.
- cepted :
Ping Springs is the first congre.
gation in Mississippi to join the
Southern Methodists, the Rev. Mr. ;
Dennis said.



