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Statement by the Rev, R. Edwin King, Chaplaln

of Toupaloo Southern Christ.ian College, Touggloo,
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New Tork City, Sunday, Juae 9, 1963,

The Jackson movement has brought the szmpalgn for freedom to
the lesding ecity of Misslssippi. In many ways Jeckson is a
greater symbol of bigutry and white supremccy than Birmingham,
P liississippl 18 the home of the White Cltizens! Soufiell, and of
e ... Ross Barnatt, The press and obthers have convinced the people that
] Oxford was a raclst vietory., Mississippl has not given way to
_5¢ﬁ& : accapt any integration. Negroes are at the University only so
” long as Pederal troops can occupy the campus and guard them.
Lest Fall Governor Barnatt shoutved "No, No, Newor, No." Today the
Mayor of Jackson, Allen Thompson, brags that Juckeon will never
till never form a bDieracial committee of Negro and White citizens
o help brinpg change in a responsible way., Mayor Thompgon claims
his city has the best race relations in Ameriea and almost no one,
White or Negro, wants anything changed.

In the past two weeks this myth has been destroyed, The
legroes of Mississippl are not "happy in their place" and have gone
to prison by the hundreds to let the Mayor, the Governor, and the
world know that Freedom is long overdue in the preat and soverelgn
State of Mississippl. )

The present campaipgn bepan last Fall with plans fo boycott
downtown stores which discriminated agpalnst Negro customers. The -
first pickets were Tougaloo Collepe students. A white couples on the
faculty, Juhn and Eldrd Salter, also merched on the picket. line,

During the Christmas season someone shot intd thedr home ‘on the ‘
) Sollepe campus. Abullet passed less than a foot sbove bhelr kafyts
’ c#ib. Since December there have been several other plcket i
demongtrations to publicize the boyeott. BDBefore May a dozen’ persons
hed been arrested, During the past siz months college and high
school students have secretly distributed some 65,000 leaflets
calling for a boysott of the downtown stores. Students vislted
rhurches often to speak about the boyeott. White merchants
~afused to even talk with the boycott leaders.

Eariy in May, as a response Lo Birmingham, the Jackson
Negroes, with the state NAACP as spokesman, issued a statement to
the Mayor and leading businessmen calling for the establishment of
a responsible bl-raeizl committee. The Mavor rejected this as did
the business men. Mas action was then decided on by the Negroes.

The Jockson Movement represents most vegments of the Negro
Community--ministers, tusinessmen, the women, and the college
students and the working man.

“Before the first demonstrations began many people worked to

try to find s way short of this. A number of prominent White

_ministers (including the two Roman Catholie bisheps, the two
Eplscopal bishops, and the Fethodilst bishon) met with Regro

- ministers to discuss the crlsis facing Jacison. The ministers
had not gotten topgether in many years for such a serlous discusslon.
Most White ministers did not even know the Negro minlsters. But
one White ministers talked to the Mayor and to the Board of
Pirectors of the Chamber of Commerce. DBecause of the possibility
~hat the White ministers might persuade tihe Mayor or others to
“orm 2 bi-racial committee, demonstrations were postooned three
.= four times. Finally the Mayor told a group of Negro ministers
+hat there would be no changes in Jackson, Mississippi. BHe would
vield at no point. Demonstrations began the next day at the
Wpolwoxthts luneh counter, .

Since then between six and seven hundred people have been
avrested. The people, moatly students, but including several
sondred adults, sing of Freedom. But this Przedom is not just a
blessing for the Negro of Mississippl., The average White man needs
to be freed from the prejudice, hatred, and fear which 1s destroying
nis own integrity and his soul. Those who have demonstrated for
wreadom have done 50 in a powerful yet non-viclent way, with the
quist dipnity of faith and love standing up to depravity and hate,
Jever has the slckness of prejudice been so revealed as in these,
past weeks in Birmingham and in Jackson.
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