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OQur return to Mississippi was not just a matter of salving

our can501encesm-or of wanting to be where the actxon was, Bef'ore
wa could really decldeﬁfthat we should return, eSp901a11y to take
a job at a place,llka ;ougaloo College, we had to be sure’that we

really had something to contribute to the Movement, other than Just

our good will, Wa saw the obV1ous role of attempting to be the -

reconciling minister, trying to establlsh some contacts beetween

Blacks and whites, (esp301ally mlnlsters), and £¥Y interpreting
some Black demands in a crisis to men like Dr. Selah or otaer
1nfluent1al ministers if it was impossible to set up any diregq_t
1nterraclal communication. We knew that we would eventﬁ%ﬁ}y have :
to become 1nv01ved in some more dlrer way if I wasﬂégihgqgstlj__;'fgl

f be -the chaplaln of ths college. We would face that when the

txme came. We also told oursalves that we would not be in Mlss-

'1ssipp1 verf 1ong—-nerhaos a few months or a few years. The 1ength
. of time did not matter. I had seen enough of %he problems of the

'Civ11 Rlvhts Movement and the' div1slons of the Yegro community in

L

Montgomery to know that even at a college llke Tougaloo there must
be many mlddle class Blacks on the faculty who did not understand

the Novement an* resented 1. Jeannette and I thought that after

'uld have done so many thlngs (soma rivht, some

de mlstakes}ﬁthatnwe would have both earned many enemies, of all

1

sorts; and would have totally exhaustad our selves.. The Moeement

/

uéed up people very prapidly. Whatever 1nner resources as well as
uﬁehﬁy

a
phvsmcal endurancqﬁyould not last forever--especially 1n Mississippi.

So we left Boston-nbut not really to gof"home“ to Mlssissippl. That

Was no 1onger p0351b1e.' erntually we would have to leave Mi351331p;

mething tamle;iﬁw
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now jocined the family of ﬁan who had no glace.

“Je had more plans than just ceneral good will and a tyrical
minister¥s iob., As we made our journey S3outh Jeannette and I
discusgsed these goals. Despite the desegregation of the universi-

white
t7 there was no lessenmnr 074ra81stanke in the state. At some

future point, certainly within a few yvears, there would be the
matfer of rublic school integration. 'This would be the real
battle. Meredith was resisted because he was a symbol of breai-
ing the "never® line. But Meredith was just ohe man--and maﬁried
aé that. He was hardly seen as a typical Ole Miés student. ‘ﬂe
wés no tﬁreat to the soclal 1life at the school. No one fought'
~his entrance because they saw hlm as a spec¢flc threat to thelr
daugﬁters. Yet it tcok over 25,000 U, S soldlers to keep him at
_‘the University. Tha flrst handfull of Nagro students to enter the
~white public schools; be it flrst grade or hloh school,. would
lﬁ brlpg to the white mind every fear, every fantasy, ¥ that had
ever éxisted' .Probably Mississippi ﬁbuid choose tdlabandon public
educatlon, t0 close all the yo3] publlc schools and seb up some
prlvate school scheme that would glve whites a bad education and
give Negroes no educatlon at all. If the public schools were not
closed, if the schools were actually integrated, then the white

r931stance would far. exceed anythlng done at Ole Miss. ‘_Whltes

Y drEn/ mlght very well know they would eventually be defeéted
but they would consider any school integration as an equivalent

defeat for everything they held of value in life--and for every-
thing they feared. The resgonse to public school integratibn wag
likely to be incredible violence--towards both the'invdding armies

of the United States,'and even greater V1olence towards the Black
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populatioﬁ of Mississippi. DBeflore the Jederal troops could restore
order there would be massacre., Blacks would certainly not allow
this to héppen by offering some non-viclent, loving resconse. They
would Tight back. 3uch a terror I tould bardly.stay confined to
Mississivrl and would rapidly scread to Blacks and whites in other
varts of imerica. @& This was our nightmére.t ‘he only hope we had
that this might not happen in Mississipri wés that something, any-
thing could happen that would ¥ kkeer the iﬁtegration of' the public
schbols Trom beingagﬁgven greater shock to white.Mississippi than
the Ole lMiss crisis. The most logickal answer would be rapid
desegration of the other colleges in the state. But tha‘leadérshiy
of Mississiprpi was not inteligent enough torlet that happen--p:ou_
~5ab13 it w0u1d take more court orders for each single Blac# student
‘_to enter Ole Miss., Any student whb.applied to ste éthefiéﬁ'staté
. cdllége miéht'disco#er that_Missiséippi”wcuid‘claimsﬁhat court
6rders about Ole'Miss 7 did not ébblﬁ anywhere élse. And it was
| not llkely that many other Hegroes. had the determlnatlon and .
coursage of James eredlth After all, the Ole Miss students were

the Mhest® in M1531331pp1. They came. from tha “best familles“ énd“

the other colig_ 8. had a far hlgher roportlon of middla class and

even poor whis Alveady students at tbese colleues were .

deriding thbfﬁ; Miss students, boastlng that if Meredlth had comen
to their college thev would have kept him out, thev would have
!beaten the U.S. troops. (When Ole Mlss faced MlSSlssibpl State iﬁ‘
- the uradttlonal end of season football match the State students;

" rang their cow- bells and shouted to thelr heroes, "Go, Whlte Team,

‘Go.” What Negro student was w1llinp to apply to f such a place?}

It was cobvious than any increase in college level desegregation s
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conldggudd/not hirpen raridly enough to help the ?roblem of
~ublic school desegregation.
aradualism was a good answer.. 3ut now.it wWas too late

for that with the pubiic schobls. srobably school integra-
tion would be on some long drawnmout time table. That was
not the problem--but the crisis of the first day;‘no matier
what the desegregaftlion schedule. Gradualism could have -
Wov¥éd worked, even in Mississippi, but only if 1t had been
started no later than. the éeptember school term of 1955,
Tf the Surreme Court and the Sisenhower administration and
.j*hg?emgcratic Congress had demanded some actﬁon, even a grade
. & year deadllne,.then the Mississippil ultlzens Councils would
never have been able to build thier strenguh and taﬁe over
.che state, Had the &ennedy admlnlstratlon pressed ﬁ other
forms of desegregatlon in the 1ast few yearssﬁhan there mlght‘
- have been some ofher forms of gradualisn outside the school
sySEem. If there had been gradual desegrevatlon of all publlcfwfghgatb“-

accomodatlons, from buses to 1unch counters to mOVLethemgoospﬁef§gfln
then the nubllc schools would not loom as such a crisis p01nt.

Jeannette and I talked about all oi thls. What we wanted

to see happen now in M1531551Dp1 was so much turmoll that Blacks

would attack and breach every segregatlon barrier in the staue-

if only in a token,‘symbollc fashlon. Next to educatlon the

major point ol whlte r931stance would be the vote” for Blacks.

There should even "be ‘some ma]or v1cétory by Blacks 1n thlS’
| field before the final battle of . the schools was faced. If

there could be such an intensive period of confllct 1f the

Black community could mﬁﬂﬁ mount it and survive, then the

whlte community mmght have had to accept&b&n*many psychologi“' R

i st
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cald defeats more nowerful uhan the actual defeats of ovening
a lunch countexugii seé1nﬁ a Negro in a movie theacre; AREERETIa
avery such nmove would be strongly,resisted. ‘here would be
giolence. The rederal govermment would g@ﬁk&ﬁiwigive little
heluv--and probably topklate in many céses. But each new
victory would not only sﬁréngﬁhen the determination of the
Black community--but would also weaken the white résiétance.
Hovefully the white community.wouid becéme exhaﬁsted, in
every vossible way, from the tension, the tnrmoil, and the
terrible fact of Black progress. rernaps even the white
cqmmunity could be divided before the final school crisis.
serhaps the moderates,: the good people, the church reople
might have to take a stand against the Citizens Councils

and o thers who would be more violent fhan the Councils.
Perhaps the price of ¥ cbn%inued defiance would be seen as
so great that some decent people’would}rejeét it. But we
remembered Borlnskas ana1y31s of the “demorallzatlon" of

the white communlty and reallzed that it was not likely that

many of the“good” reople would be able to do anyth;ng. Thera

o was stlll the p0331b111ty of leldlng the whlte resistance

on more practlcal grounds.' Some bus1nessmen and political

leaders ﬁg ﬁﬁ ﬁight be enough in tune with the rest of
Amerlca tha they would nove to sunport token desegregatlon
of seme bubllo acccmodatlons as % the necessary prlce for

oommunztv stabilltym-and good bu31ness. Motlves hardly

mattered if such a response were to divide the white:resisténcé.

o~
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Jeannette and I knew that one of our srecial abilitiles,

our special tasls, should be to find the weak siotg in the

4]

white resistance. That could De defined as scelking out the

zood Christian moderatss and/or as tromoting crises that might

cause veorle Lo change out of their own self-interest. In

an ideal situation it should be a combination of both. J Our

conversations and our thoughts made us sound like the very

4

dirtiest kind of traitor. But we still loved something about
Migsissiopi {we could no longer define ouf thoughts,oh that
topic) although we certainly hated everythznv that ;15 isgippl
generally mgant, We sort of hogsed that some day some ons
'might reaglize ﬁhat the éouthe@nors who joiné& the civil rights
-Fovement were not monsters. | .

He had some rather specgzlc tarwets to brlnb about some.
of this turm011~and some p031t1ve change, ‘We wanted to see
some token degemrevatlon in the state that was done“volun-
_tarllv“ by the whlte cormmunity. By "m,oluntarlly" we meant
somethlng mroduced by the right ¢ comblnatlon of white mod-

, division,

erate good wzll, common sense, self 1nterest, pressure, and

exhaustion. Tha Black students—and SNCC workers were certaln

to “ress on some - #fronts that would I roduce ¥ federal court
_actlon (whlch always meant Lhe ultlmate pressure 01 the poss1ble.

use of trnoms to back up the court order as at Ole Mlss. After

each victory, no matter what thne targét . the whites would .,

resent the Blaqké even moret, and the Blacks would dasplse

the whites., If whites could only rr':w’e 1n, glve up somethlng

“voluntarilv“ some whites might feel a llttle more ¢ selx~

resvect and some Blacks mlvbt ramember theﬁunexpected deceney
' ht be a 1little W&
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snother veint that neé&ed to be demonggﬁgted to both

whitea and Rlacks in Wississi yi was that change? no matter
how.small,'was tossible without ﬁassive white violence.
@specially after Ole iilss both sidesgg assumed that this

was the price of any change. Moderate whites thought that
any cﬁange automatically meant violence. Thus they wers
1mmob1‘1zeda2iot even able to functlon as moderatesm-and
there ig always a role for the moderates, as long as%luhemr
are enough militants and radlcals doing their thing. If

any white institution, such as %the segregated churches,

could "voluntarily" oren the doors to Wegroes, most neo-

pie could imagine only ftwo results. The first and.most
1ikely was violence. (In Miséiséiépi the white modefate

was gquite cpmable .of both aiflrmlnc and denylng the existence
of the v;olance. When told of police brutallty or some otber
form of Wblte violence towards Ké¢ Blacks and ClVll rights
workers the querate would say that thelalléged iﬁcident
,waslan éxaggeratibnu—thﬁs he did ﬁot haﬁé to accept'any ro-
spon31b111tyd in the matter. On the other hand, when the
moderate wanted a. ﬁ rationalefor not actlng he would ‘say that
evén the smallest change would [fddﬁﬁé éﬁdﬁgé ¢ provoke a
v1olent response from the lower class: whlte element. in
either case the correct moderate resvonse was to do nothing.)
Thé second responsa expected was_that-of white w:,thdrawalo
Any deségregation would not be toléréted by whites. - If vio-
lence di&"not stop tﬁe desegregation then.ﬁhites woﬁld ;iwéys
withdraw rather than stay in an integrated'situation.(white
¥itchens and Black cooks egcepted). Thus school deééébegétion

S meant private white schools; deSegregatiog;ofrmbvie‘thgatrgs‘

B e




b
*
(o8]

WINTIR SPRIIG 1963 troalel I,

would only mean the thsatres would be closed and réopeded 2.3
WAZE#/ private white clubs. The moderates were convinced that
modérate change was imvossible. But‘they atill wanted the A#
civil rights Ho%ment and the natlon to leave lMississippi
alone while the moderates of both races worked things out.
It was these moderates that Jeannette and I ﬁanted.to
reach~~-to afflict as it were. Ue saw several places-where this
might be nossible. The first was the white éhurch. Ir the
white church could begin to oren its worship services to #égFd
Black Christians this would be a beautiful beginning of change~-
and offar the grodhds for hore in the future; If white churches
were faced Witéﬁlacks knocking on their doors, whatever the
resgonse of the church, it w;uld_megn that ﬁhe church peocle,
the moderatés,-would have ﬁo examine their'racism and the
point where it;was weakest where theré ekisted thé.preateét
Dotentlal conzllct with their ideal g7 image of themselves
as the }eoole of God Church secregatlon would be the hardesz
+to defend., Of course some moderates might say that the churches
‘ought to be 1ntegrated-—buu that if The doors Wwere opened_and -
any Blacks cgmé'ingide tbe'SanEtgary on Sﬁnday‘mqrning, ﬁhen
sone embﬁiﬁnal Whites wéuld'throw hymnals ét thé”élﬁcks'and
some extrem&sc whlte would pick up the heavy pulplt Bible and
bash in a Biack head d éﬁd not to mention the candle sticks énd
cross on the altar, which could be 1ethal weapons.f o, better
to do nothlng,/éi¢¢¢ﬂ-and continue to criticize those who
'stlr up trouble. FOF all 1nst1tutlons in the sﬁate ‘the whlte
 chureh should have been the first to desegregat~~because to \o

so was right, But, for whatever reasons, the white only ahﬁﬁﬁ .

.. ehurches were an.approprlate target-—or ongortunlty.
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Roman Catholic and Episcoralian
JeﬂFhuﬂcnes in the state would admit Blacks. But the ma-

jor churches of lississipni, the iethodist and the Jouthern
Bavtist, Were segregated. The Daptists were more mmerous and
nore conservative than the llethodists; but the Hethodists were
uvsually a little better educated, with a little more wesalth and
influence, I either of these two religious I grouss madé a
dhange in fheir segr;gation policies it would have immense
imﬁact on white Eiésiséippi, The Baptists were certalnly not
' i
going to move belfore the Methodists; thereflore vressure should
first come on the Methodist Church. The Methodists of Missigsi—
pri had théir own liberal arts college 1in Jackson—-ﬁillséﬁs
College. The Baptists and the »resbvterlans also had thelr
_own sbaools in the v1cln1tv. Bexore anvthlnv could happen in
the local churches of any of these denominations there should
first be some.movement towardS'desegregation at the co%lsges,
where thé mosﬁ liberal 1eaaership.of the churches was concen-
trated. In this §er3ﬁect1ve the Methodist school, ‘Millsavs,
was the foremost target. Ad/WdYY/Ad/Bé14d
As well as being the subjecf of our political analysis
Millgabé College happened to be our "alma mater. We knew . \ -
. oo Paeulty L
most of ths LE4ENBFE and admlnlstratloq There were some

very conservatlve neople there--but most of the peonle there,

1ncludina the students, were moderates. Some were even liberd-
Many teachers and some admlnlstrators had suppprted 1ntegrat

graie Ehe_Student.body. That tlme had been“postponed now for

over ten years. *erhars Hlllsans needed some frlendly nressure.
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If ¥Millsawvs College did make anry moves it would be easier to

later zet movement bovqﬂdq change out of the Liigsis siipi lietin-
.' .
odi&gp Chuech. fhe school had an im-ortance even beyond its
Il

relationshi © to the church in the state. J If Hillsa,s Gollesze
could just begin desegregation at some poiht vrior fo the wublic
gchool desegresation crisis; the collegme could:set an example
or sometﬁing else that was impossible in the “never-never land,"
Jeannette and I wepe convinced that/#/#udYY/d/ tégﬁp desegregabi
tion could be accomplished at this rarticular school in the

S
1

weure without elther of the two great fears of the mode

-Ci

erates peing realized. There would not be massive white viole-

ence atv illsans College nor would there be a massive withdrawal.

[y

This aunlled to the Millsazs students; the ey would not s*age a
rlot ﬁto keer out che flrst ﬁlaok student and they would not
all go rushln" to tranSLer to ¢ some all-whlte school., 0Of
cdurée some would#%'want to do both;_but not the mass of people
at Millsaps, And these people were almost all;ﬁative Mississ~
ipoians. (A separate problem that worried ﬁﬁe”mﬁdéréﬁe éﬁminn
stration of the coliage was the DOSSlblllty of violence belng
brought to the campus by the rest of whlte MlSSlSSlppi, such
violence- dlrected not 3ust agalnst.a Még Blaok SLudent but U
agalnst evervone at the college. There was also the matter of
white Ulthdrawal--of funds and donatlons to suvport the college.
Jeannette and I knew these #ﬁﬁ%?&ﬁ#/were quite 1egitﬁmate--
but Wefe sure tha# money woﬁid come to Millsaps from‘other
parts ol America and from the national Methodist Ghurch.‘ Any
violence the co%lege faced Irom white Mississippi was a risk
that this d Chrlstian institution would have to fﬁﬁé accept--

or deny its own teachlngs and prancmples. 1}

'\‘—.
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”eénnette'and I knew that we should tfy g0 start some kind
of moves against (or in suntor:t of, AgZ¢ accordinz to interire-
ta ion} Hillsavs College soon afher we reached Jackson. #ije

did not regret This--although we knew that many reorle would
'not understandrﬁs. We had enjored our years at Miklsagss;
the college was very responsible for taking us down the
road that had inevitably brought us.té our rresent rositien;
we avpreciated the education given us by the collége; we loved
tﬁe school. We were zroud of the liberal traditions df ¥Millsavs
College and asbf?ed ﬁf its_;resent‘frdzen status. But we had
- great restect i:, the léaderm of ths school and were sure that
the schoél w%&?a/make & positive resncnse. g We were glad to
‘be in a position to heln Millsaps College help the Meihodlst |
Church and X: o4 heln‘M1531351up1¢ We were not qulne sure what
our aunproach should be. (We thouuht about lovlcal @radual
steps for the camnus such as resuming 1ntegraued meetzngs,
_somethin?fphat had been p0331ble H for many years but was
cancélled durlng our senior year 1n 1958 After thls tha school_
might exyp erlment Wlth allou&np Black students to attend con="

;
certs,ﬁf lectures,ber‘plavs, If such events went’ sﬁg%{hl

then convars&tion could begin abou» eventual dese?regatlon

‘of the student body., Any roint ofh:ﬁaﬁge at tha present was
the prorer star °n voint.)In a way 1t would be an honor,'af’
kind of act of anpreclatzon and loyalty to our old school,

to help EH ﬂlllsans be a 4 11nht of 1earn1ng and gosd rellolon .

in the confusion of N1331351p oi.
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There was one other -oint ol ;ressure;against the im-
rnobile white moderates that Jeanneﬁte anafﬁiﬁcussed. e
thouzht 4L/ tShere would be sone walue i7 the some of the
pleasure and normality might ¥ be taken away {rom white
i wri 1ilfe for =zome péople. Ha ﬁhoughﬁ that the civil

I
i_h

pte
2

sslas

T‘l

zhits Lovement had ﬁow become such a recognized feaﬁurg oL
American lirfe ﬁhat it might. be vossible to gétzsome northern
based muéicians and éntertainers to refuge to piéy belore
white-only audiences in Hississippi. Zsrecially after all
the publiciby directed at Mississipﬁi during the Battle of
Ole-Hiss ﬁhis £ was worth attempting., Until places like
',Hillsaps College and the white churches made a beginning
' there was 1itt1é 1i£fihobd that dﬁ/:deSevre@ation.would
ha@nen ; But irf é the white moderateu Who attended concerts
in Jackson had some of the nice thlncs of thelr 1life baken
away they would be forced to constantly think about the -
face problem. Some: Ml”ht even begin to change thelr thln?»-
finp; In an? case the ten31on would be g¢¢a he]pful H
These kind of thlnﬁs were hardly very 31gnllicant in .

the face of all the rroblems of MlSS S“i 'i. But Jeannette

and. I knew that the Black 1eadhers of the 100&1 civil rlghts

| Iovemenu wauld lnitlata and direct the magor campalgns é#diéﬁ/
égalnst the racism of'M1351ssmnp1.' They would'choose the magor
battlefields and ﬁ?;; role at fo%aloo would be to resnond and
to support thqse.struggles, esnec1a¢ly the,ones the students
joined. If we were able to do any of the things we thought of
w1th the whlte moderaues it mlght be helpful. But whatever

hanﬁened on thms score, the SNCC workers and otheraNegra leaw

- ders would guarantee 1ong years of struggle for everyone 1n Mlss—_ '
odssippde i D i PN : Deee
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The last night we /[Add passed before entering ﬁissiésip;i
was in Hontgomer?, Alabama,., Ve stayed at the home of Clifford
and(Virginia Durr. Thev had beén_%ﬁ%é%?%éé%@%é%g%gﬁ/fﬁﬁﬁifﬁﬁf
both'our teachers and a source of inspiration since the.time
of my Iirst arrest., It was good to know that séme whites in
the 3outh had always been in fhe struggle for democracy. The
Durrs knew of ¢ our family préblems starting with. the difi-
-culvies with our wedding. Now we talked to thém about my 44
father¥s critical health, sbout the fear both our famj_.j,ies relt’
_for themselves as well as for us. Virg;nia.Dufr reassured us
that whatever the amount of vain, for bu&salves end for our
'families, we had to return to Mississi;pi;—and the Movement
. lwas"the only hope for;the'South...Ncw théfe‘was no freedcﬁ”“
for Blacks or whiﬁeé;» She talced of ﬂlavery and how some
'good people had wanted moderate, easy wavs to enéd 1t but
 never found them. Eventuallv aLl democratlc c¢ivili liberties

Qfore uhe all powerful

andﬂeven human decencles had to bow==

1nst1tutlon of slavery. Slavery came 11rst in the old oouth,'

everythlno else was secondary. Cllfford elaborated on all

tha Urobl ;South how lltble changed soma of the

ba31c_ 158, and attltudes were in any ner10d~»

the Nar? _uculon, the Porullst tlmes, the Hew Deal

uﬁd tdday. rg nis went back to slaver; and made one of
%ﬁ% beautiful observatlons, "Whv, you know Ed and Jeannette,

' g¥e our grandfaﬁhers were not even free to be gooda-not even

'lf tHey: wanted to. ,3'f%'; 
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as ississivnl could stond a3 the gsmbol of "never’ there

agreed With us aboult the imunoriance of Hisaissios

i

ias certainiy bad, but dississzizpl was worse. As long

was alwars a rallving colnt for raclsts anywhere in the Jjoubth--

or the nation. And WMississiopi was slways ready to nlay its

traditional role in the 3South of setting the patterns of re-

sistance and ¥4 either vreserving the old forms of racism or

develoning new forms, On the other hand, i the civil rizhts
) ) iy ) . - Y - » s B Ky 7
Hovement could ﬁ%ﬁg“the peginning of significant change in
Hississipopl V¥ that would mean that change and vrosress

were possible anywhere.

The Lurrs had been called every name Ifrom traltor to

Cormunist to nigger-lover. ‘They'wéﬁé/gﬂfﬁﬁg/ﬁédﬁlé// lnew

- what we would be called in Mississippi and knew, perhaps even

more than we éid,ﬂ'what might happen td us. They knew we
were not tréitoréufgnd we.knew ﬁhéﬁ théy waré‘typicél of the
best that the‘South could produce. Cliffofd_and ‘irg&nia
Durr were So:ﬁuéh like the féiaﬁi%éé'thatijéannette sand T
most loved--and vet the Durrs‘Wére ¥ free men. They had
great sténght--and shared with ué that s%rengﬁh.. | B

When we firét met the Durrs a popular term fOr"the new’

sit-in camraigns was the"Joffee-Cur Revolution." The revorte

who coined thaﬁ §hrase may have been laughing atvﬁha Movement

But at the fime all those of us who joined the'ﬁovement'knev
that the important'fhing was‘really'ﬁRevo&ution”. I the |
startiﬁg'point for this phase of the ﬁﬂ%ﬂ1¢.5truggie was a

”C;ﬁ"i’ee«-c:'i}@n it had been g'stroke éf genius--pefhapg ﬁeyond
the compr@henéion of the strategy of anywtraditidnﬁl revolﬁ-

tionary plotter. ‘So long as this revolution stayédqﬁgé#pﬁit

reak C—“S‘# eoffee

r.

P ,
d we all vgh

10+ w2 Do INC
Hme +o qo

Ou2v

+

ed. =t was

S

P

¢
/ f,t—

fo'/M!$5f_

(33

- LR L 3
e diELY Y ened my  Bhoughts U



