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cdwin King: Exerpts from manuscript on Jackson Movement,
Saring, 783

Injungtions in Jackson

The MNAADF promised us "massive l=gal action” against

in

zEgregation in Jackson to replace the direct action of the
people. A number of legal efforts were made but the Southearn
courts guarantaed that these would drag on far vears. The
Lawyers who came from other states to help us were good people
and often expressed their personal support for more direct
action. But that was not alliowed., The shift to the courts
ingtead of the streets was & sure sign of retreat by the NAACF.
Mow tﬁey warg moving back in time to a period when they falt mors
camfortable, the "golden age" of the NAACF., Rack, back, back we
want--to 1239, prior tg the first student sit ins in Greensboro,
North Caraolina. Then back, back, back to the early fifties,
prior to that outrageous bus baycott by that young minister in

Montgomery, Alabama.

The Jackson Movement did need legal action but this legal
tight had to go on side by side with the struggle of the people
in the streets. The struggle was necessary not just to break the
will to resist of the white community, but, even more
importantly,to give the local Black peagple & vital role in the

struggle for their own freedom. Legal action alone could never
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involve enough people in the zction for the people ever to take
advantage of distamt cowt victaoriess. Unless the psople were
directly involved there might e minor adiustment in the law bDut
mevEr wlgnificant changes in bhe sccial customs.  But oa lagal
Dattle, wilh the rols of the people limited to that of fund
walsing and membership, was a comfortable thimg for leaders in
Maw York-—and in Washingtorn., The Kennedy administration must
have been plaased wiih the shift in the Jackson Movemsnt back Lo
traditional methods. The government would have preferred this
avarywhers, I Martin King would just stick to preaching, and if
SHNCD would just try to register people to vote in traditional
voter drives, then the liberal government of America could work
with the liberal Negro leadership embodied in Roy Wilking and the
MAGLCF. The distant experts could hold White House Lonferences o
plan for a gradual process of controlled and managed racial
change. This way the status of the NAALCF leaders was not
threatened by the possibility of new leaders rising fram the
pecpla. This way the status of the liberal government was not
threatened by too much activity in the givil rights fisld when
the administration preferred to focus on some other matter. This
"ernlightened” leédership wanted no participation, no involvmvent
of the people, just the gratitude and confidence, the dollars and

votes of the people.

As the shift to the couwrts revealed the end of the direct

action movement, despite the hundreds of arrests to date, the



City of Jackson made & shift to the courts. The City appealed
te the Hinds County Chancery Cowt for help., Judgs J. .

i

Stennett rezsponded with a "temporary” injunction profitiolting

cacial demorstrations. Mow the City was on the offensive. The

traditional racial balance of power had been restored.

The case was labeled "CITY OF JACKSON V8, JOHMN R. SAaLTER,
JRy BT ALY The focus was clearly on Tougaloo College although
the injunction was broasd enough to include everyore. Twelve

r

persons were named:  Medgar Evers, Gloster Current, Mercedes
wWright, Willie Luddon, all of MNAACF: Dave Dennis of CORE; James
Jones of SNCC; Charles Jones (Dean D$VCampbell College, a Black
Mathodist junior college open to the Movement), and +iva persons
representing Tougaloo College——Bettie Foole and Johnnie Fraziers
(agltating students), John Salter (faculty), Ed King {Chaplain
and Dean of Students), and Dr. A. D. EBeittel (Fresident), and,
rapresenting the courage and decency of all people of good will,

Diclk Gregory.

Organizations were also listed im the injunction:
"NARCF,CORE, AND THE TRUSTEES OF TOUGALOD UNIVERSITY... THEIR
AGENTS, MEMBERS, EMPLOYEES, ATTORNEYS, SUCCESSORS, AND ALL OTHER

FERBONS IN ACTIVE CONCERT WITH THEM." (1)

Bignificantly the list did not name a single Black minister

ar businessman in Jackson. Medgar was convinced that this was an



attempt to divﬁp the Black cammunity and to separate thse men

from him and the Movament.

The injunchtion covered every passible act or thought of
protest, at any posszible place in Jackson, at any time, and by

ATy DErTEan

MNOW, THEQEFDHE, yau arse hereby commanded and
tempararily enjoined, ... from engaging in,
Sponsaring, iNciting oF BrCOUWraging. ... and
from pertfarming acts calculated to cause
breaches of the peace in the City of Jacksan,
Hinds County, Mississippi,... from conspiring

to engage in... and fram doing any acts designed
to consumate conspiracies to engage in said
unlawfiil acts of parading, demonstrating, ...
(congregating on the streets or publc places

as mobs, ... boycotting ... unlawful picketing
-« 0f business establishments or public buildings?
«ee o ather unlawful acts and from engaging

irn acts and conduct customarily known as "kneel -
ins® in churches in violation of the wishes

and desires of said churches.,.

Im theory picketing and such things were legal in
Jackson—--but were never allaowed. (Even labor unions had gresat

difficulty with the Mississippi laws). Although it was
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unconstitutional the City would allow mo picketing, etc. . wilithaout
an approved city permit. Medgar Evers had applied for permits to
plcket and te hold protest marches but was not surprised when he
gid mob orecslve tham. It was mat likely that the City of Jacksan
would issus a4 permif for Blacks to sount a picket line in front
of 2 segregated lunch counter or a clothing store that would not
2llow Black women to try on dresess-——much less give a permit for
Madgar Evers to lead & group of Towugsloo students in picketing
City Hall, with sigrns proclaiming wild ideas likea: "ETOF FOLICE
BRUTALITY, " or, even worse, "LET 3 TALK, JACKESON NEEDS 4o

BI-RACTIAL COMMITTEE"

If the imjunction was vague at amy point we could imagine
how Mayor Thompson, Capt. Ray, and the white judge and jury woulid
interpret it., Now any conversation might be a conspiracy to
perform "acts calculated to cause breaches of the pesace in the

City of Jackson, MHinds County, Mississippi."

The injunction was issued on Thursday. June &. The Movement
was so quiet by this time that those of us at Tougaloo College
had settled down into the first week of Summer School. I was in
my office in the back of the chapel building that marning when
two students came rushing in. I could hear them clattering
through the church as they dashed down the aisles then leaped to

the platform with a loud thud and headed through the door to my



otfice., “Dean kKing,"” one student shouted, "there's white police
or sherifts or something on campus. They're looking for vou.
They re up at the Mansion with Dr. Beilttel right now.” He gave
oLt of reath and the other man picked up the story. “They
caught Mr. Halter walking out of RMig class. They didm™t arrest
Fim but cave hio some papses.” All wesk we had heard rumorzs of a
court injunction against the Movemsnt so0 I realired whalt was
Rappernlog. Ilthmught that, perhaps, if I wag not psrsonally
served with the papers I might not be legally bound to obey ths
action.  And 1 still remembered the efforis a few weeks carliar
to svade service and flee the state by the all white crew of Dr.
D. W. Colvard, the Fresident of Mississippi State University,
Wade Walker, the athletic director, and Coach EBabe Mclarthy,and
their white basketball team imvifed to play in an interracilal

towneyment im far off America.

Then we heard white voices on the front porch of the chapel.
"Is this the college chapel? Is this where Rev., King's office
is?" A Black coed answered him, in the traditional Southern
Black pose of ignaorance. "The chapel? The chapel™ What chapel?
Mow, sir, I just don’t know anything about any chapel," she
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murmered innocently, standing under the wooden arches supporting
the steeple and bell tower. Leaning back against the colored
glass windows she cuntihued, "Why don™t you go to that building

up there," she pointed away,” that’'s where the school offices

are. Maybe Rev. King is up there."



A second white voice cut

~i

in, "Hell, I can tell this 15 the

church. We were just up there and they said hie office was down
qer e, Let’ s go in."

The conversstion gave us & chance to laock my office doocr and
maks an gscape. The only normal essxit was through the sanctuary
ard out ths e front doors. Thae oftficers whould have caught wus.
S50 owe chose to descend the back fire sscape. Then we orossed

Dehind bthe ghapel
WS .
Salter’s house-—but he had

wWe ware afraid there might

s0 we crossed the football

and the gymnasium,

staying near tha sdge ot thes

Circling the student urion building we came up to

alraady gone to my house to warn me,
be cther police watching my front door

field and made our way through the

high grass and or up to my back door. John had already told

she

Jeannette to go visit the BGarners, several houses away,

couwld not be home to receive the injunction order. Ag John and I

e

were talking in a back room we heard a car drive up in fraont. It

was the deputy sherriffs again. While John went to the front

door to talk to them I started to head back out the back door.

Then, my spy instinct highly arcused, [ realized that this tims

ane of the officers probably would be watching the back door

while the aother one rang my front door bell. But I was not about

to be trapped. I silently pushed out the screen and climbed out

a window on the side of the house. Here [ was protected by

shrubbery for a few feest. Then I dashed from bush to bush wuntil

I made the shelter gf our prize vegatable garden. I crouched



among the half grown ckra stalkes that Jeanmette amd I had
planted at a more peaceful time in the sprimg. Cautiously I
r2ached the end of the prickly geen line of okra and made the
s@ourity of a high hedge. Once beyond the hedge [ made a dAarLog
dash through somne faculty backyards and reached my goal-—the
tomato plants and bean and sqguash virmes of Margrit Garner’s
garden., After & few minuwtes of discreetly wallowing in the
vegatables like a roocting heg I crept up and and knocked softly

ot the back dooe. John Garner admitted me.

The telephone was ringing. It was for me. "Tell them I'm
not here,” 1T whispered, but Margrit aésured me it was only John
Galter on the phone. "Well, John, I made it. Where are the

o

police”

"They're gone, you can come home now," John sort of sighed.
"They said they didn’t have to serve you personally. They just

nailad the damned injunction to your front door.”

Again I realized I had no future with the CIA. Neither did
Salter. Our cloak and dagger efforts had somehow crossed up
deputy sheriffs, James Bond, Martin Luther, and an exotic okra
patch. As I walked back to my house I ruefully looked at the

tender turnip greens I had stomped.



The City injunction produced consternaticn in the NAACE
statft working with owr campaign. Medgar Evers had been expecting
this and was not too concerned. He insisted that some kind of
demonstrations had to continue, even in defiance of the
injunction. Calls toc New York NAACF offices got the word that we
ware mot to dedy the injunction. Dave Dennis, John Salter, and 1
sugported Medgar. There was no question where the Tougaloo
students stood, even those named im the injunction., & comnpromise
was reached with the national NAACE. Small scale demonstrations
would be staged in open defiance of the injunction—-—but the name
"NAACK" could no longer be painted on any poster or printed on

any Movement leafletbs,

The day after the injunction was issued we had 47 arrests,
mostly teenagers who had been playing softball in one of the
tormer "White" city parks. Although the mayor had szaid the parks
were open the police said this was too Rig a group and ordsred
them to leave the park. The kids started walking away from the
park and were arrested for "blocking traffic.® Qthers wers
arrested in attempted cafe sit-ins and in picketing on Capital
Street with anti-segregation posters. None of us listed in the
injunction were arrested for such a clear violation of the court
order. The only major points of the injunction that had not been
defied were mass marches and church “"kneel-ins.® The nationatl

| ' Wvdiw g M er-2ens
NAACF might be innocent but the rest of uﬁ;fwere till /

"conspiring" and even "consumating conspiracies. "






