Battle Flares,N ippeCii

After Miss. Funeral

By OCHARLES PORTIS

JACKSON, Misg, — Down-
town Jackson, on & hot after-
noon in June, 1963, is not the
best place in the world for a

marching funeral procession
of 5000 Negroes, but they had
one here Saturday and it was
silent and orderiy.

Police furnished a. maotor-
eycle escort, and the white
citizenry gathered on street
corners, to watch, but did not
interfere in any way.

But when the funeral march
was over, & velling mob of
Negro youngsiers made a
frightening rush on Capitel
st., the main business streef,
and wound up by throwing
bricks and bottles at police
who were frying 1o disperse
them.

It was not
riot that-may

e o et e

the bloody race

Jackson any day now, but for:
a fearlesg act by the Justice;
Department’s John Doar, it
would have beer.
As it was, heads were;
bloodied by billy clubg, and
by hotties and rocks, but if.
the Negro demonstrators had’.
ever broken through to Capis:
tol st.—where a lot of rurak
whites were doing their Sals
urday shopping — it would-
have been a disaster. P
The, funeral procession wat.
2or Medgar Evers, 3T-yeatw.
old N.AACP. field secrataryg:
who was shot and killed by a.
sniper at his home here;
Wednesday. L
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Doar, standing in the no-man's
amd [ hiy shirt slesves wav-
ng frantically at the mob. "I,
tand for what's righf, noti
ighting with bricks and bat-:
‘es, (Go back, go back you
an't win this way."

A number of Negro minis-’
vy, including  Rev, 8, L
‘hilney, were also trying lo
‘eak up the mob, pleading,
ith them to return to their
npes,

Police dogs were used on
de sireets {0 break up smaill
wherings of Negroes, and in
e ease, to seatfer newamen,
Fire trucks were also brought

to the seene, but th o3es
were not drawn,
i Among the 27 pefsofly arl

rested, were {wo white men,
Rev, Ralph Edwar# King Jr.
atd John R. Salter, members,
ior the ataff of thé Negro eol-
Hege here. Bev. Mr. King was
{dragged from a second floor
office on Farrish st., and ar-
rested for m: verx1 clear vea.
son. Sailer wed wi 1, put
not Tesisting, was not dragged.

The Negroeg who took part
in the vivlence. represenied
only a fraction of the crowd
that turbed out for the funeral.

At the services, the humble
and the greai paid fnal tribute
tn Evers—eulogized as a Negro

who *could live in Mississippi
and not hate.”

President Kennedy  sent
Fvers' widow & letter offering
his “sincerest condnlences.”

Mr. Kennedy told  Mrs,
Evers: -

“Although comloriing
theughix are difienil at n
time Hke this, surely there
may be some in the realiza-
tloxt of the fustice of the eause
for which your hughand gave
his e,

,"Achievement of ithe ponls

did a0 much {p promoie will

able his children and the

‘nerations to follow fo shave

My and equally in the bene-

s and advaniages our nation

as to offer.”

In a posteript, the President
rid, “Mrs. Kennedy joins me:
n tendering her deepest sym-|
pathies”

More than 4000 mowrners,
Jincluding Mrs, Fvers and twao,
‘lof her three young childron,}
were prasent at the f.lmernt{
services, conducled at  the,
Negro Masonic Temple, |

Roy Wilking, a close frwnd
of Evers' and the execulivel
secrelary of the NAACP, de-l
livered the principal ialk. :

He referred lo Fvers as |
“martyr in the crusade fori:
human liberty,! and declared:!

"For a little while he loaned

ve end his people the preal
strength of Bis body and the
elixir of his spirit.
i "It he could live In Missis-
15'{[);)! and not hate, so shall we
ithough we: shall ever slouth
contend for the kind of life hi:
children and al! othiers mus
enjoy in this rich land”

Prominent Negroes amang
-the mourners included Uniled
INations Undersecretary Ralph
Bunche
H {an!on Cllohn‘NY Havald Tyibunat




