.‘FA L L Msuciated Pres:
ﬁSOuthern ami Nelthem wlute pastors have leff their
gpulpits under : pressure because of thelr stand against

cial segregatien. Here, last May, paﬂshianers of -the
I'Calvary Baptist Church in Raleigh, N. €., blocked the

.'ﬁentrance to several Negroes who tried to enter for

o mermng worbmp.

P astors’ Race Stands
C ause Resr,gnatwns

r,;,\

# . " By George W Cornell
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;;5 ' Assaclated Press Religlon Writer
gOne evemng tast spring atalcan be no e¢olor bar in

In@eetmg of the board of dea:;Christian church,” Dr. Sei
‘egus of the Baptxst church inisaid. He became vice pr

tl;ga commumty of . Linden,
Aja,, someqne asked a hypﬂ-
thetical question: What would
happen if a Negro sought

membership?
#The . Rev. ~Joe Patlerson,

‘thgn pastor, promptly replied

t at te bar a person hecause

. color would “reduce the
cﬁurch which was founded by
Christ to be a universal and
redemptive fellowship, to

-:,\nbthmg more than a so¢ial

mb H

‘, 'f%HlS v1ewpo1nt brought sharp-!

1§3 eonflicting reaction from

the congregation. Rathet than

 “tear up the. church,” Mr.

Pjatterson resigned, effectivel.
‘Jine 29,

iGuch ‘cases have become
1 ereasingly frequent.

ML it mmamcane wanbans in tha

ideni of _Central Methed
College, Fayette, Mo., on July
The assistant pastor-of G
loway Church, the Rev, Je1
Furr, lalso”left to take
appointment in the Southe
California- Arizona Method
Confernce at the request
Bishop Gerald H, Kennedy
Los Angeles.
Could Not Serve
“I.could not wiliingly'. ser
a church that ﬁurnq_ any peoy
away,” Mr. Furr said.
In Clemson, N. C., the R:
Charles Webster, 28, a me
ber of -the staif of the Fi

Baptist Church there and



GBI LT

o @Such ‘eases have become
imreasingly frequent. .
' fNumerous pastors in the
fSauth,f and a few in the North,
have left their pulpits under
v ing degrees of pressure
hecause of their stands against
ripial segregation.

Ti;tal Is ‘Unknown

f*’l‘he total number . is un-
known since  the reason for
xmnxsterzal departures ordinar-
iy is not specified when such
canflicts are involved church
officials say.

“However, reports have
twrned up more than a score
of clergymen who have left
thmr pulpits sinece early
sprmg under fire for their
stands on race relations,

“In some instances, there
have - been physical attacks,
harassing telephone ealls, tire-
s}ashmgs Usually, however,
the objections are registered
by chilly attitudes and thin-
ning church attendance. :

~Largest Christian bodies in
the South are the Methodist
church and the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

“The Rev. Dr. Albert McLel-
lan of Nashville, Tenn., a
Southern Baptist executive,
says he knows definitely of
only three ‘pastors “forced
out” of their pulpits recently
oyer the race guestion.

LByt he said “there could be
imany more,” and that he
rknew of several others who
resigned voluntarily because
they felt they couldn’t preach
forthrightly on the racial pmb
Iem :

“While some have remained!

silent in order to continue
what service they could in
-peace, Mr., McClellan said,
still others “have spoken out
in love for racial reconcilia-
. tion”
#In

Mississippi  Methodist

Bishop Mapvin Franklin said,|:
“A little more than usual left|

last year.

““But we haver’t had an enor-|

mous number leave,” he add-
ed. “A lot of them found
better positions, I think we've
had others leave partly on
account of the ramal situa-
tmn "

*Of 28 Methodlst pastors in
Bishop Franklin's eonference
whip last January signed a

“*statement of conviction”]
against racial - discrimination,

18. have moved on to other
ppsts .

+In ‘June, the Rev. W. B.
Selah, pastor for 19 years of
tne Galloway Methodist

Chirch of Jackson, Miss., left|
h’ls church ~hecause fivel-
‘Negroes were refused admis-

slon.

The 4000-member chureh is
the- largest Methodist congre-
gation in Mississippi,

“I Enow in conscience there

el

ber of -the staff of the Fi
Baptist Church there and
adviser to students at Cle
son College, resigned 1a
March at request of the boa
of deacons. .

He said it was because
his contaects with Harve
Gantt, Clemson’s first Neg
"istudent. The. chairman of t
board of deacons said M
Webster’s work had been st
rounded with tension.

In New Orleans, a Rom:
Catholic pastor, the Re
Frank Ecimovich, reported 1
was aftacked by a parishione
after the man's young s
participated in a raciall
mixed retreat.

Father Ecimovich filed :
assault charge, - but subs
quently dropped it.

A recent nationwide ‘surve
of about 4000 ministers 1
Columbia University’s Bure:
of Applied Social Researc

. ishowed that a third of the

reported being criticized 1
members for preaching aboi
controversial issues, such :
race relations.

About a third alse a
unhappy enough -about fi
situation to want to lea
thelr parishes, though the
have not done. so, the stuc
found.

In the ‘midst of the kee
pressures on some pastor
some denominations, ineclu
ing the United Chureh «
Christ, have set up speci
funds to aid those who los
their pulpits over the issune.




