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by Milton Mayer

The pastor szid he would rather see us afterward, In his study. We smaid
weld wait; we had plenty of time. When we Were alons with him, he sat
silent, and then sighed and sald: "What you say is true, only boo tvue.
But 1f I invited Negores to come Lo our chupehe-!

"You'd have to beg them to come," said Harry, the crazy Irishman, "hey
don't go for that half=hesrted invitation stuff. WYe're here to ask you to
Beg them to come."

A look of quick pain passed aoross the pastor's face, ag 1f his toe had been
stepped on, and then he began again: “If Negross came to our ehurch, our
wnite members would fall away."

"Prom what?" seld Harry, the orazy Irishman, “"from thelr antl-Christianity?®

"Our church," said the pastor, ignoring Harry, the orazy Irishman, "would
be aupty." L

"Exeept," sald Harry, "for the least of them afd for Christ."
"My church would be empty," said the pastor. "You've gobt to understand
my pesition,”

"What is your position?™ sald the orazy Irishman. "Ars you running a box
office or a house of Uod 7t

"You have got to umderstand my posltion,™ sald the pastor atill ignoring
Harry. "4 minister can not be tco far aneed of his congregatlod.”

"Are yofi the shepherd of the flock or one of the sheep?" sald Harry.

The pastor, by this time, appesrasd tc bhe inure to Harry's lmpudence.
*0f course, I agree wlth you g enbtlemen," he said, with emphasis on the
gentlemen, "¥hat the segwegatlion of our o lersd brethren is deplerable,”

"o dldntt say 1t was deploradle ." sald Harry. "We sald 1t was sn ti-Christio

"Deplorable,™ sald the pastor, and this time there was s nots of filrmmess
iln his volice that suggested thal the crazy Iridiman was begianing to get to
him, " but we have got to face the fact that the church can nob gat too far
angad ol soclety 10 It Is going to remain eflechbivee Lew!

"Now, wait 2 minute," said Harry. "I'11 pass that one shout the church
remalning effective, but a minute sgo you sald the minister con't be to
far ahead of his congregation, and now you've sgyying the churdéh can't get
too far ahead of soclety. Which do you mean?®

"Both," said the pastor, sharply. 7The rest of us 4l zlanced at sach obhar;
the pastor had been caught off gusrd and had answersd Harry direstly. Some-
body had to shut Harry up or he'd ruin us. sSub he'd ruin the pastor flirst,
fone of us sald anything.

"How far ahead of the Jews was loses when they built the golden calf? Hew

Far shead of the dlsciples was Jesu
: $ when hs went the route and they
ran out on him.?" It was Harery, the orazv Irishman. af rrcves y all
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The pastor was getting mad. "I'm not hers to discuss theologicel questions,”
he sald.

®yell, we aure," said Harry, "But maybe we're in the wrong place. Maybe
we should have gone to the pub and talked to the publican.”

That was too mich Tor the pastor, He turned on Harry and said, "Yang man,
a little Christien humlilivy wouldn't hurt you.™

H4 1ittle Christisnity would hurt you,™ said the erazy lrishman, "and that':
why you won't practice it.

Harry got up, clapped his hat on his head, snd wenbt out. The rest of us
sat there, as red as the pasvor. He pulled his frock coabt together as Il
he was going to bubbton it, and straightensd himself uwp in his chalr. That
too time encugh for his race to fade from red Lt white. "You wlll have %o
excuss my genblemen," he aald, "But I have a meseting. I want you to know
that you are slways walcoms here, and that I am always at your service.
That, after a1, i1s my humble function here. 4nd I want you to know also,
that L.approve heartlly of your 1ldsals, 1f not of your methods. You know,
gentlemen, "™ and now he begsn to spread out in his chair as If he were )
settling down for a long talk, "bthese things sre compliceted, complicabed.”
He shood his head, obvliously regpretting thab, though what he s8ld was tnue,
he had to say it. "These Uhlngs take bima."

®Pwo thoussnd years is leng snough.® It was the volce of ths erazy Irishme
goming tircugh the first floor window form the sldewslk. Yhis time thes
pastor looked as if he'd been stabbed in the back, md Herryls volce, &s &
matter of fact, had come from behind him., "codpday , gentlemen, pood-day.”

Harry was dancing arvound outslde, "I'm s vry 1T
boys, " he sald. "If it hadn'v besn for me, you .
out of iv. 2ub you wouldn't have gob anytiing e

I gpolled your t ebte=a~tate
ight have got a cup of tes
lage, and you ..ow it."

"hat dld we get out of 1t this way?' sald sowmsbody.

"II11 tell you what we gob out of 1t," seid the crazy Ilrishman."We let him
know thet we know thabt he lsn't a Christlan. Isn't thet sncugh for one degy i

T sympathized with the pamson, myself, He has s blg famlly, 2 blg house,

a blg car, and @ bly congregetion. He dosen't do any acvual harm, sad [
know he does = lot of good I1n a gquiet way. He's even stood up & time or tw
onn the race lssuem == which ls more than you can say for most of them.

The only place he can't stand up is in hls own church.

Well, that's & terrible way for a man ©to have to live, but we all live like
that, pore or less. We don't went to be cruclfied, adfit  sesms as 1T the
only way to avoid being crucified is to camuclify.

That parson doesntt want bto be like Chrlst. He's got %0 llve -« or ab
least he thinks he does.s.

~

You never near any of them anymore tryin: to justify thelr crucifixion of
Christ, the way theay used to, sapeclally in ths South, sayving that Cain's



Pe 8¢ The Jim Crow Christ

an was marrving s Begro woman or that she Negross are ¢ he an Lldren of Har

Who was cursed b Nosh s d condemned to fabher « progency of servents. o
I sippoge that 1ttga mumetning gpalned o got then to stop perverting
Seripture. Bubt 1% em's be ruch in God's sight. Ve ere "made of one
blood &ll nations of men." We ace "all one in Carl st Josus."Mie are all
members one of another," They csn't igrore seripbures like that, notb
whilea God 1g arocund.,

hrist dled to save 8l 1 wmen and thierg is no distinetion of parscn or
rages in Holy Writ., There was thae "dark-sktimied king® at the Hplophany,
the man of Ithilopis" whom Pnillp baptized in Actg, and the "Ethioplan'®
sounseilor who porsuaded & ha king "o let him deliver Jeremish Irom pldsbn.
if these three men were ﬂ@g?ﬂ@s «~ L can't flind any others 'n seripture,
and I'm not sure these three Wereww= they weres ammmg the mosh LLoriousese

Raglsm end Christialty don't mism. Tho man who rung a Jim Orow churenh ig
an ememy of Christ, md thars's nn cettlng avound 1t. Hls business smd his
only business, 1s to bear withness to Shrist. 1If the Christian Chureh ian!
Christian, 1t ought b0 get out of Lusiness ...

- -

(Note: The above artiocle, sliphtly oondemsed, was reovrinbed by e rmission
from the iarch 1949 edltion of NEGRO DICEST, 1820 3. dighisan ive. Uhivage .,
It will soon sonesp grain Lo that publication, the suthor, ¥ilton Hayer,
wes [o merly sgsistant to the president of the Universgity of vhicapo

arid has besn more rgcently a lecturer md froeelange writer. His
articles have suvesarsd in SATURDAY 2V 1.0 PUST, HARPERS, FRLLOWSHIP @fc.)




