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Methodists Sever King Connections -6/7/63

Memo: From:

Jackson NAACP Branches -~ 5/12/63

151 st Session MS Annual Conference ~ 5/28-31/63

Letter to:

Ed King, From: W. E. Lampton ~ 6/1/63

Western Union Telegram ~ 6/29/63

lLetter To:

letter To:

Freind, From:

R. C. Griffith 6/3/63

Ed. King, From: Wiltiam R. Richerson - 7/2/63

1963

NOVEM Letter to: Eddie and Jeanette King, From: Wilson and Gayle Yates

Letter To:
Letter To:
letter To:

. .
Letter To:

Ed King,
Ed King,
Ed King,

Ed King,

From:
From:
From:

From:

Jim Siloe
J. B. Cain - 7/26/63
Ceorge Maddox - 6/3/63

Walter G. Muelder, Dean - 7/10/63
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. 'By JERRY DLAUGHTER' | he condigversial, King;. aiTast
P Clarien-Ledger Staff Writer | pd Thursday. “afternoon: w"hile"‘[i
7. The Mississippi Methodist. Con-i1 ticipating ' in a bi-racial "_‘Pi'*‘,i_?t

meetlng” on thé steps of l:he’do‘w_"a_l-3

i

ference “discontinued” its connet-

tion Friday with the Rev. Edwin ! i v
Kihg, white chaplain at Tougaloo | ©F8 Sackson post office, was "ot

‘Southern Christian Coliege Y g | rial’” in the Methodist ministerial

hag been involved In recent racial system-prior &0 the action.. He wes
demonstrations. - arrested during Mentgomery d&m;i
King responded with a demand.'fmmatmm iy 1989, WrintlE L 0y
from the floor of the 1ilst annual) .rThe.vnt_e tor discontinue was #:
conference at Galloway Churclt to‘gf“” with about a dozen: ministers
know “why I am not fit.” He in. | ot volng. The group acted on .2
. terrupted conference proceedings. r‘qu‘est_by; King for full connec,

Bishop Marvin A Franklin | oo With the Mississippr Confers
~talked briefly with the young min- | f;;; tz Scust@n}ﬂw procedurs foré
| ister then asked that he “‘respect-, isters. /L
\if“:’ﬁ; ;; s?eattd. ¢ e i.The Board of Ministerial Fraind
]

-

|'ing and Qualifications had recoms:
TWICE ARRESTED ;8 0 s I i .

King, a native of:Vicksburg and n_aendec%‘mste?xd 't,hat; King bé-con:
| graduate of Millsaps, was s, | tinued “ou frial” The ministerial
i ontinued” by a closed session of delegation to the annual oconfery
{

clergymen called by Bighoponice must approve or reject-the
Franilin ‘

Friday morniog. Conitnued on pags 16

o4 ek - gl .
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| board's recommendation, and 3 M
ire3ected the recommendation.

i

.disfavory by the General Conzfe.ts-
_ence of the Church.

demonstrations in Jackson.

| ing the bourlong closed session.

Continued ¥rom Page 1

The session of ministers, held

i.the -church dining hall, was not} Sy,
! open to the pubhc b was reponts 33 %
: ed that argumentb centered on the ‘Gifea
" “principle” of sueh action chiefly, 14y
_although King p&rbonaliy was}j"\

mentioned.

The group in- faw}r of coutmumg T % i@i

the minister argued that he was

“exceptionally qualified”™ educa-i oo
tionally, and that a rebuke by hig b

Conference withou!: adequate)
cause would be. locked upon With

A small number of ministers’ al
so argued for King's right to be-
lieve and practice -according o
‘his pwn Christian conscience.”

Opponents to hig- continuance
said he ‘was, after all, a ministex
“on trial,” and the Methodist Dis.
cipline provsdes such 1 period to
determme & minister’s” accepta—

EXCEEDED DUTY I

Somme argued that King had “ex-
ceeded his just duty”’ as chaplain
to the Tougaloo students by 1ead-1
ing and participating in ramall

King stood outside the doof’ of
the dining hall with his wife dur-

A number of ministers were: VlSl-f
bly weeping foilowing the some-!
times-heated arguments over - ﬁhm
case,

Latet, after Bishop F&'aaklm
had ordained classes of deacons
and elders (mninisterial stepy
among Methodists}; King stood at
‘his seat about 13 rows back, in the.
center sectlon of the church. :

“Bishop Franklin" he said, -~

The Bishop, an active minister
for over 50 years, looked up froin
a list of appointments which Etze
was shout to read. :

“Bishop, I would like to speak,
King said. I believe you mformed
me thig morning I would be gmmi
opportunify to- speak before the
Conference.” - - \

“No, sir, I don't beheve I d;\d
that,” the Bishop said. ’

“I would like fo know how the
decision was reached that- I wag:
not £t to be a minister - the‘
Methodist Church in Mississippi,”
King said. “T would like for you.
to_explain this, and then I 'still’
ask permission o speak to t}us
assembly. : i

. are not written out in thiy parti-

. Franklia continted. “We will pray’
ifor you and. agsist you,

' Belp you in your n*umster:al ‘calls;
. Ing In any way we’can . e

: meeting did, and I know why it
| was closed,” "King interrupted.’s

“od for the first time and’ satd4

|

| and the tail, blonde King sat dowr..

lof - Methodist - ministers, ‘and I
. know they did not want to dis-

“On what grounds are fou re-
jecting me,” King continued.

Bishop Franklin said, "I think
Cyou are out of erder at this me..
I was about to ., . [

"It was  my understanding 1|
would be given permisgion to 4
speak,” Kmd interrupted. :

‘I helieve vou ‘nisunderstood
me,"” the Blshop said.

King then deciared he felt he &
“living up to the faith plated]
in me" by his home church
{Vickshurg), Millsaps College
and fellow ministers. S

' The - Bishop - patiently mader
effort to interrupt King: He Jook
alternately at the young rginis
and at his list of appointments:’

“T wonid like-to know why L am
not fit?" King casked. "M
ministry was apparently satis

| [attory until last week. I am¢
ghome product of the Wsmsszppi
I Mei:hod:st Church.” *

* At this point an unidentified del
‘egate rose and asked for recog
“pition, He was not recognized, but
i during a lull in King’s 1mpron:1pt::.t1
| address said ‘“T'his matter has al
‘ready been determined. We don’t
need to go into it again.” #,

“T would like to know on wh at)
grounds I have been dxsmlqseﬁf ™
King said,

Bishop Franklin sald qunatly.
“I believe the Board of Minister-
ial Fraining will be glad to explainy
everything to -you. The  grounds

ewdar-case, The committee recom:y
mended that you be continued,!
and the executive session of
ministers voted 89-83 not ta eott;
tinue,. :

“We  mean  no 1efiect10n.'
o your character,” sthoﬁ

“Y know what the executwe’
1 have confidence in the henesty’

cuss this before this body, whick
ihas been controlled by small
“groups of peopie and’ mdmduais
i like Satterfield. . .”

‘Bishop Fracklin then mtermpt—

firmly but guietly, “1 will ask
you now respectfxﬂly tor be seated
‘0 I can confinue."”

He looked at Xing for a moment

’ 'Thmughout the ten-minute inter-




