17 Yermouth Street
Boeton 14, Mass,
April 28, 1961

" This letter is being sent te you at Morris Boown. T hope it resches you
there, Perhaps I should try first to send it to the state prison farm? Or

have you been behaving? Well, as far 2s I've heasrd no one is now in prison in
Georgia so I trust you are in school.

As you have realized by new, I am no¥ good at keeping up with ny correspon-
dence, I should have written long ago. I don't knowhhow long this letter will
be. I want te leave the ept. in about twenty mimutes to mail it. Some FOR .
members &re going down to the state capital to jJoin a SAMNE demonstretion end
picket line, protesting Civil Defense Alert Day and the Mass. legislature plans
now being debated, of building & eivil defense shelter for the state govi. about
thirty miles out from Roston costing many millions (of course, bluseprint plans
for the shelter are good but no one has yet worked out & plan to evecuats the
governor and staff from the statehouse in the heart of downtown city traffic
all the way out to Framingham, a minor detail-—--and if & bomb does hit BDoston
there won't be anyone left around New Ingland to govern except the other state
officials playing cave man somewhere). This SANE demonstration should be very
interesting--probably hslf the group on the plcket line itself will be profs
(MIT, HARverd, BU, Brandeis, etc.).

Bere I go already-—~this has to be a ressonably short note, and T'm zslready
wanting to talk with you about all sorts of things. And you and I do have some
more preasing nereonal business right now, I assume you've heard from Mr. CGray
that we are to be back on trial May 8, Well, that poses lots of issues and ideas.
Tt1ll just hurriedly Job down some of my thoughts as they hit me here at the typee
writer, No doubt, I'11l omit something important, but maybe we can catch up on
thet later. At least we do have & few days now to think and plan.

: 1, BShould you and I try to meet serijer to talk sll this over? The best
gehaduls I can arrvsnge is to fly out of Boston late Sunday nlte, Msy 7, arriving
in Atlanta (Bastern Airlines)at 3:56 AMj them after a few hours leaving Atlants

at 7:05 AM (maybe that means & switeh to Delta Airlines, I'm rot sure) and reach-
ing Montgomery at 7:25 (CST). That would then get me to Gray's office just about
8:00. That wouldn't give us muck talling timew-unlsss you might meet me at Atlanta
‘airport in the middle of the nite. S0, should we need more time, it can be

mmd. I might plan en reaching Mtgmy on Sundayeew~-if thats where you'td be,

] thyobudh Belesbat{neyt fundasinorning] seydanot ippndi ey dgustopthey,
churah, king, thinking, eté., then go on to Mentgemery by bus or traln (cheek
into schedules if that seems worthwile and let me know) The "idea™ mentioned
above was that a bus trip over Ca, and Alabama might be interesting.

. 2, Bhould we ocontinue the appeal on our case~wor should we serve the
sentence? I dm't lmow, THe NAACP I think had plamned on our cases being
~.argued with the other trespass,. sit-in cases before the US Supreme Court in

the fall. Dr. AKChalmers here at BUSTh. says even Thurgood Marshall himself
has been in on our particular case besamuse of the unigque angleswwl.e., two
minlsters, hotel seg., guest in hotel, ete,, and ete.-~83 well &s the more




really have no legal opinions on the matter at all) our case would be allowed
out of Alsbams state gourts and inte federal cowrts in time to reach the Spe
Ct. to be of any value in this particular ruling., (Of course, should the Sp.
Gt. uphold the other trespass corwictions, which is certainly posaible, it
might be good to still have our case "in the works" so that at least the courts
might legally open up hotels if not a broader ruling for all restaurants)...
If I sound confusing enywhere, its because I'm trying to type fast and these
thoughts are just sort of pouring forth in a jumbled fashion). If our
gases have no partiecular value beyond themselves then {althou I'm not saying
that is the situation) I wonder if we should involve the NAACP in all the
additional expe ses of carrylng on our cases.,...e

3. I kmow very little about the eurrent sitwation in the deep scuth, or
in Monbgemasry., Perhaps you don't know that much more about Mbgmy. 1 know
what they have dome about the NYTimes fines, ste. lMaybe, this is just mother
idea {I'm trying to think of all the possibilites), the witness of our serving

" ghe sentences might be very helpful te the general cause in the South and might
M4 in with Ga, SC., ete. students teking jail terms-.—or mightbe valuable be=
cause of partioular situstions in Montgomery--in either white, Negro, or both
communities. Don't get me wrong, I don't want to go to Jail, but if this

will help, then you know I'm willing.

Le IP 4t should be decided for whatever reasons that we sho
' s I'd like to have some ideas before 1 ton
o Jearmette (who takes all of this very well, althe
I ¥now it is very hard on her--really much harder en her than on me-~but our
God gives strenght to each of us to hedkp bear our particular PUrdenB. ees) 1N
the seeond place, should it be decided bhat we are to ge to jJail, 1'd like an
ides how long it will be-~the whole 3 months or poesibly the eourt would cut it
downe—or make it longer..s.. School wise here it'd be good to have some idea
before I leave.....s Another thing, if we go to jail perheps we should make the

most of the ceeasion. Perhaps the Sunday before we go should be spent in Mtemy,
-maybe in churchoiee

5, Yeu probably have as many thoughts on g1l thig thet I don't know about ,.”
80 let me kriow some of your own parsonsl involvements-eperhaps the cases should
at least be conbimed till fall because of your school term, etc.

Going rapidly is the time, to say the least. I've got bo finish this and
leave, How have you beem? And how is the movement in Atlental News sounds good
but I take all press reports cautlously, And what do you think of Misa.? I'm
really thrilled and encouragede-and inspiredl.-by those students in Jackson.

Let me hear from you soon--if you re too busy towrite much, Just send a few words.
Should you need to phone, my mmber is Clrcle T-9029 .,

Yours, In Christ,



