enses for years; in town and country. 1 know how
I foel about them and how the white people of
this old plantation region, the high and the low,
the rich and the poor, the large landowner and the
white mechanie, feel about them.

I am sure that among white Carolinians there
is, as yet, almost no hatred of the Negro, nor is
there anything that can accurately be culled race
prejudice. What does. exist, strongly and in-
eradicably, is race preference. In other words, we
white Southerners prefer our own race and wish
1o keep it as it is.

This preference should not and in fact cannct be
oliminated. It is much bigger than we are, w far
greater thing than our racial dilemma. It is—
and here is another basic fact of great significance
— an essential element in Nature’s huge and com-
plex mechanism. It is one of the reasons why
ovolution, ever diversifying, ever discriminating,
over separating race from raco, species from spe-
cies, has been able to operate in an ascending
course so that what began acons ago as something
resembling an amoeba has now become Man. In

preferring its own race and in striving to prevent

the destruction of that race by amalgamation with
another race; the white South is not flouting
Nature but is in harmony with her.

3

IF vuE Negro also prefers his awn race and wishes
{o preserve its identity, then he is misrepresented
by his new aggressive leadership which, whether
or not. this is its deliberate aim, is moving toward
a totally different result, Tetus see why that s so.

The erux of the race problem in the South, as ]
have said. is the nearly universal belief of the
southern white people that only by muintuining «
cortain degree of separateness of the races can the
racial integrity of the white South be safeguarded.
Unfortunaiely the opinien has prevailed outside
the South that only a fow Sottherners hold this
convietion — a handful of demagogie politicians
ane their most ignorant followers - and that “en-
liehtened ™ white Southerners reeanize the alieged
danger of raciid amalgamation as o trumped-up
thing having né real substanec.
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Notéting could be farther from the truth. Be-
cause the aggressive Northern-Negro leadership
continues to drive onward, the white South {ex.
cept perhaps that part which is now more Western
than Southern and in which Negroes arve few) is
today as united in its convietion that its racial in-
tegrity must be protected as it was when the same
convietion drove its people — the sliveholder and
the non-slaveholder, the high and the low, the edu-
cated and the ignorant — 1o defend the ontwarn
institution of Negro shivery beessuse there scemed
(o he no ofher way to preserve the social and
political control needed to prevent the Africanizi-
tion of the South by @ combinativn of fanatieal
Northern reformers and millions of enfranchised
Negrocs. The South escaped that fate hecause
after a decade of disastrous experiment the in-
telligent people of the victorious North realized
that the racial program of their social crusadurs
was unsound, or at least impractiicable, and gave
up trying to enforce it

Now in a surging revival of that "*Reconstrue-
tion” crusade — a revival which is part dedicated
idealism, part. understandable raecial ambition,
part political expedichey national and interna-
tional — the same social program is again lo be
imposed upon the South. There are new condi-
tions which help powerfully 1o promote it: the
Hitlerite excesses in the name of race which have
brought all race distinctions into popular disres
pute; the notion that the white man, by divesting
himself of race consciousness, may appease the
peoples of Asin and Afrien wnd wean them away
from Communism. ;

In addition, a fantastic perversion of seientifie
authority has been publicized in support of the
new crusade. Though everywhere cise in Nature
fas well as in all our plant breeding and animal
breeding) race and heredity are recognized as of
primary importance, we arc (old that in the human
species race is of no importance and racial dif-
forences are due nol to heredity but to environment.
Science has proved, so we are teld, that all races are
equal and, in essentials, identical.

Science has most certainly not proved that all
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faces are equal, much less identical; and, as the
courageous geneticist, Dr. W, €, George of the

University of North Carolina, has recontly pointed

out, there in overwhelming likelihood that the
biological consequences of white and Nogro inte-
gration in the South would be harmful. It would
not be long before these biological consequences
became visible. But there is good hope that we
shall never sce them, because any attempt to
force a prograum of racial integration upon the
South would be met with stubborn, determined,
and universal opposition, probably taking the
form of passive resistance of a hundred kinds.
Though secession is not. conceivable;, persistence
in an attempt to compel the South to mingle its
white and Negro children in its public schools
would split the United States In two as disas-
trously as in the sixties and perhaps with an even
more lamentable aftermath of bitterness.

For the clementary public school is the most
critical of those urcas of activity where the South
must and will at all costs maintain scparateness of
the races. The South must do this because, al-
though it is o nearly universal instinct, race prefer.
ence 1 not active in the very young. Race prefer-
ence (which the propagandists miscall race prej-.
udice or hate) is onc of those instinets which
develop gradually as the mind develops and which,
if taken In hand early enough, can be prevented
from developing at all.

Hence if the small children of the two races in
approximately equal numbers — as would be the
case In a great many of the South’s schools —
were brought together intimately and constantly
and grew up in close association in integrated
schools under teachers necessarily committed to
the gospel of racial integration, there would be
many in whom race preference would not de-
velop. 'This would not be, as superficial thinkers
might suppose, a good thing, the happy solution
of the race problem in America. It might be a
solution of a sort, but not cne that the American
people would desire. It would inevitably result,
beginning with the least desirable clements of
both races, in a great increase of racial amalga-
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mation, the very process which throughout our
history we have most sternly rujc(;ted. For' ail-
though to most persons today the idea of mixed
mating is disagreeable or even repugnant, this
would not be true of the new gencrations brought
up in mixed schools with the desirability of racial
integration as a basic premise. Among those new
generations mixed matings wouiq hecome common-
place, and a greatly enlarged mixed-blood popula-
tion would result.

That is the compelling reason, though by no
means the only reason, why the Sauth will resist,
with all its resources of mind and body, the mixing
of the races in its public schools. It is a reason
which, when its validity is gencrally recognized,
will quickly enlist millions of non-Southerners in
support of the South's position. The people of
the North and West do not Tuvor the transforma-
tion of the United States into a nation composd
in considerabie part of mixed bloods ary more
than the people of the South do. Northern sup-
port of school integration in the South is due to
the failure to realize its inevitable biological ef-
fect in regions of large Negro population. If
Northerners did realize this, their enthusiasm for
mixed schoois in the South would evaporate at

4,

rg .
[E-iERE are other cogent reasons for the white
South's stand: the urgeni necessity of restoring
the Constitution and our federal form of govern-
ment before they are permanently destroyed by
the Court's wsurpation of power: the cquaily ur-
sent necessity of re-establishing law and preeedent
instead of sociological and psychological theory
as the basis of the Court’s decisions; the terrible
damage which racial integration would do to the
South’s whole educational system, biack as well as
white. These and other aspects have been fully
and effectively explored and need not be touched
upon here,

But the underlying and compelling reason for
the South’s refusal to operate mixed schools -
its belief that mixed schools will result in ultimate
racial amalgamation — has been held virtually ta-

anee,
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