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war may well be the most important
s;‘/ physical fact in the story of the-United
States is one which is seldom emphasized
in our history books. It is the fact that through-
out the three and a half centuries of our existence
we have kept our several races biologically dis-
tinet and separate. Though we have encouraged
the mixing of many different strains in what has
been called the American “melting pot,” we have
confined this mixing to the white peoples of Eu-
ropean ancestry, excluding from our “melting pot™
all other races. The result is that the United States
today is overwhelmingly a pure white nation, with
2 smaller but considerable Negro population in
which there is some white blood, and a much
smaller American Indian population.

The fact that the United States is overwhelm.
ingly pure. white is not only important; it is also
the most distinctive fact about this country when
considered in relation to the rest of the New
World. Except Canada, Argentina, and Uru-
cuay, none of the approximately iwenty-five other
countries of this hemisphere has kept ils races pure.
Instead (though each contains some pure-blooded
individuals) all these countries are products of an
amalgamation of races — American Indian and
white or American Indian, Negro, and white. In
general the pure-blooded white nations have out-
stripped the far more numerous American mixed-
blood nations in most of the achievements which
constitute progress as commonly defined.

These facts are woll known. But now there lurks
in ambush, as it were, another fact: we have sud-
denly begun to move toward abandonment of our
350-ycar-old system of keeping our races pure and
are proparing to adopt instedd a method of racial
amalgamation similar 1o that which has created the
mixed-bload nations of this hemisphere; except that
the amalgamation being prepared for this country
is not Indian and white but Negro and white. It is
the deep conviction of nearly all white Southerners
in the states which have large Negro populations
that the mingling or integration of whiteand Negro
children in the South’s primary schools wouid open
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‘the gates to miscegenation and widespread racial
amalgamation. :

This belief is at the heart of our race problem,
and until it is realized that this is the South’s basic
and compelling motive, there can be no under-
standing of the South's attitude.

It must be realized too that the Negroes of the
U.B.A. are today by far the most fortunate members
of their race to be found anywhere on earth. In-
stead of being the hapless victim of unprecedented
oppression, it is nearer the truth that the Negro
in the United States is by and large the product of
friendliness and helpfulness unequaled in any com-
parable instance in all history. Nowhere else in
the world, at any time of which there is record, has
a helpless, backward people of another color been
so swiftly uplifted and so greatly bencfited by a
dominant race.

What America, including the South, has done for
the Negro is the truth which should be trumpeted
abroad in rebuttal of the Communist propaganda.
In failing to utilize this truth we have deliberately
put aside a powerful affirmative weapon of enor-

mous potential value to the free world and have,

allowed ourselves to be thrown on the defensive and
placed in an attitude of apologizing for our conduct
in a matter where actually our record is one of which
we can be very proud.

We have permitted the subject of race relations
in the United States to be used not as it should
be used, as a weapon for America, but as a weapon
for the narrow designs of the new aggressive
Negro leadership in the United States. It cannot
be so used without damage to this country, and
that damage is beyond computation, Instead of
winning for America the plaudits and trust of the
colored peoples of Asia and Africa In recognition
of what we have done for our colored people, our
pro-Negro propagandists have scen to it that the
I'nited States appears as an international Simon
Legree — or rather a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
with the South in the villainous role.
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rFHE South has had a bad time with words. Nearly
a century ago the word slavery, even more than
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the thing itself, did the South irreparable damage.
In a strange but real way the misused word demoe-
racy has imjured the Bouth; its most distinclive
----- and surely its greatest ~— period has been
ealled undemocratic, meaning illiberal and reac-
tiorary, because it resisted the onward sweep of a
confralizing governmential trend alien to our fod-
eral republic and destructive of the very “corner-
stone of liberty,” loeul selfsgovernment, Today
ihe word segregation and, perhaps cven more
harmful, the word prejudice blacken the South’s
character bofore the world and make doubly diffi-
cult our effort 1o preserve not merely our own
way of life but certain basic principles upon which
our countiry was founded.

Words are of such transcendent Importance to-
day that the South should long ago have protested
against these two. They are now too firmly im-
bedded in the dialectic of our race problem to be
zot rid of. But that very fact renders all the more
necessary a careful scrutiny of them. Let us first
consider the word segregation.

Segregation is sometimes carelessly listed as a
synonym of separation, but it is not a true syno-
nym and the difference between the two words is
important.,

Begregation, from the Latin segregdtus (set apart
from the flock), implies isolation; separation car-
rics no such implication. Segregation is what we
have done 1o the American Indian — whose griev-
ous wrongs few reformers and still fewer politicians
ever bother their heads about. By use of force and
against his will we have segregated him, isolated
him, on certain small reservations which had and
still have somewhat the character of concentration
camps.

The South has not done that to the Negro. On
the contrary, it has shared Jts countryside and its
cities with him In amity and understanding, not
perfect by any means, and careful of established
folk eustom, but far exceeding in human friendli.
ness anything of the kind 1o be found in the North,
Not segregation of the Negro race as the Indian
is segregated on his reservations — and as the
Negro is segregated in the urban Harlems of the
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