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ERBERT RAVENEL Sass

Hersert Ravenel Sass, suthor, presenis the
furdamental case for the white South. 4 native
of Charlesion, South Carolina, an independent,
and an Episcopalian, Mr. Sasi is imbued with a
tradition whick he believes is baed on un-
changing truth. His argument gues 16 the very
heart of the controversy: Would integrared
schools lead to mixed blood?

68588




S

1

HAT may well be the most important
‘;‘/ physicai fact in the story of the Tlnited
States is one which is seldom emphasized
in our history books. It is the fact that through-
out the three and.a half centuries of our existence
we have kept our several races biologically dis-
tinct and separate. Though we have encouraged
the mixing of many different strains in what has
been called the American “melting pot,” we have
confined this mixing to the white peop[es of Eu-
ropean ancestry, excluding from our “melting pot™
all other races. The result is that the United States
today is overwhelmingly a pure white nation, with
a smaller but considerable Negro population in
which there is some white blood, and a much
smaller American Indian population,

The fact that the United States is overwhelm-
ingly pure. white is not only important; it is also
the most distinctive fact about this country when
considered in relation to the rest of the New
World. Except Canada, Argentina, and Uru-
guay, none of the approximately iwenty-five other
countries of this hemisphere has kept its races pure.
Instead (though each contains some pure-blooded
individuals) all these countries are products of an
amulgamation of races — American Indian and
white or American Indian, Negro, and white. In
general the pure-blooded white nations have out-
stripped the far more numerous American mixed-
blood nations in most of the achievements which
consiifute progress as commonly defined.

These facts are well known. But now there lurks
in ambush, as it were, another {uct: we have sud-
denly begun 1o move toward abandonment of our
850-year-old system of keeping our races pure and
are prepuring to adopt instedd a method of racial
amalgamation similar to (hat which has ereated the
mixed-bload nations of this hemisphere; except that
the amalgamation being prepared for this country
is not Indian and white but Negro and white. It is
the deep conviction of nearly 'Lil white Southerners
in the states which have large Negro populations
that the mingling or integration of whiteand Negro
children in the South’s primary schools would open
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the gates to miscegenation and widespread racial
amalgamation.

This belief is at the heart of our race problem,
and until it is realized that this is the South’s basic
and compelling motive, there can be no under-
standing of the South’s attitude.

It must be realized too that the Negroes of the
U.S.A. are today by far the most {ortunate members
of their race to be found anywhere on earth. In-
stead of being the hapless victim of unprecedented
oppression, It is nearer the truth that the Negro
in the United States is by and large the product of
friendliness and helpfulness unequaled in any com-
parable instance in all history. Nowhere else in
the world, at any time of which there is record, has
a helpless, backward people of another color been
so swiftly uplifted and so greatly bencfited by a
dominant race,

What America, including the South, has done for
the Negro is the truth which should be trumpeted
abroad in rebuttal of the Communist propaganda.
In failing to utilize this truth we have deliberately
put aside a powerful affirmative weapon of enor-

mous potential value to the free world and have

sllowed ourselves to be thrown on the defensive and
placed in an attitude of apologizing for our conduct
in a matter where actually our record is one of which
we can be very proud.

We have permitted the subject of race relations
in the United States to be used not as it should
be used, as a weapon for America, but as 4 weapon
for the narrow designs of the new aggressive
Negro leadership in the United States. It cannot
be so used without damage to this country, and
that damage is beyond computation. Instead of
winning for America the plaudits and trust of the
colored peoples of Asia and Africa In recognition
of what we have done for our colored people, our
pro-Negro propagandists have seen to it that the
I'nited States appears as an international Simon
Legree — or rather a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
with the South in the villainous rele,

rEiE South has had a bad time with words. Nearly

a century ago the word slavery, even more than
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the thing itself, did the South irreparable damage.
In a strange but real way the misused word demoe-
racy has injured the South; jts most distinctive
—-and surely Its greatest — period has  been
called undemocratic, meaning illiberal and reac-
tionary, beeause i resisted the onward sweep of a
centralizsing governmental trend alien (o our fed-
eral republic and destructive of the very “corner-
stone of hiberty,” local sclf-government. Today
the word segregation and, perhaps cven more
harmful, the word prejudice blacken the South’s
character before the world and make doubly diffi-
eult. our effort to preserve not merely our own
way of life but certain basic principles upon which
our country was founded.

Words are of such transcendent importance to-
day that the South should long ago have protested
against these two., They are now too firmly im-
bedded in the dialectic of our race problem to be
got rid of. But that very fact renders 2all the more
necessary a careful scrutiny of them. Let us first
consider the word segregation.

Segregation is sometimes carelessly listed as a
synonym of separation, but it is not a true syno-
nym and the difference between the two words is
important,

Segregation, from the Latin segregdius (set apart
from the flock), implies isolation; separation car-
rics no such implication. Segregation is what we
have done to the American Indian — whose griev.
ous wrongs few reformers and still fewer politicians
sver bother their heads about. By use of force and
against his will we have segregated him, isolated
him, on certain small reservations which had and
still have somewhat the character of concentration
camps.

The South has not done that to the Negro, On
the contrary, it has shared its countryside and its
cities with him in amity and understanding, not
perfect by any means, and careful of established
folk custom, but far exceeding in human friendli-
ness anything of the kind to be found in the North.
Not segregation of the Negro race as the Indian
is segregated on his reservations — and as the
Negro is segregated in the urban Harlems of the
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"North - but simply separation of the white and

Negro races in certain phases of activity is what
the South has always had and feels that it must
somehow preserve even though the time-honored,
successful, and completely moral “separate but
equal” principle no longer ks legal sanction.

Until the Supreme Court decision forbidding
compulsory racial separation in the public schools,
the South was moving steadily toward abandon-
ment or relaxation of the compulsory separation
rule in several important fields. This is no longer
true. Progress in racial relations has been stopped
short by the ill-advised insistence of the Northern-
direcied Negro leadership upon the one conces-
sion which above all the white South will not and
cannot make — public school integration.

Another word which is doing grave damage to
the South today is prejudice, meaning race preju-
dice — a causeless hostility often amounting to
hatred which white Southerners are alleged to feol
in regard to the Negro. Here again the South,
forgetful of the lessons of its past, has failed 1o
challenge cffectively an inaccurate and injurious
word. Not prejudice but preference is the word
that truth requires. o

Between prejudice and preference there is vast
difference. Prejudice is a preconceived unfavorable
judgment or feeling without sound basis. Prefer-
ence is a natural reaction to facts and conditions
observed or experienced, and through the action
of heredity generation after generation it becomes
instinctive. Like separateness, it exists through-
out the animal kingdom. Though the diffecence
between two races of an animal species may be so
slight that only a specialist can differentiate be-
tween them, the individuals of one race prefer as
a rule to associate with other individuals of that
race. :

One can cite numerous examples among birds
and mammals.  In the human species the history
of our own country provides the most striking ex-
ample of race preference. The white men and
women, chiéfly of British, German, Dutch, and
Seandinavian stocks, who colonized and occupied
what is now the United States were strongly im-
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bued with race preference. They did not follow
the example of the Spanish and Portuguese (in
whom for historical reasons the instinct of race
preference was much weaker) who in colonizing
South and Central America amalgamated with
the Indians found in possession of the land and in
some “cases with the Negroes brought over as
staves. Instead, the founders of the future United
States maintained their practice of non-amalgama-
tion rigorously; with only slight racial blendings
along the fringes of each group.

Hence it is nonsense to say that racial discrimina-
tion, the necessary eonsequence of race preference,
is “un-American.” Actually it is perhaps the most
distinctively American thing there is, the reason
why the American people — meaning the people
of the United States — are what they are. Today
when racial discrimination of any kind or degree is
instantly denounced as both sinful and stupid, few
stop to reflect. that this nation is built selidly
upon it,

The truth is, of cowmse, that there are many Jdils
{ferent kinds and degrees of racial discrimination.
Some of them are bad — outduted relics of an car-
lier time when conditions were unlike those of
today, and these should be, and were being, abol-
ished until the unprecedented decree of the Su-
preme Court in the school cases halted all progress.
But not all kinds of racial diserimination are evil
—unless we are prepared to affirm that our fore.
fathers blundered in " keeping the hreed pare.”

Thus it i clear that diserimination {oo 8 o mis-
used word as commonly employed in 1he realm of
racial relations, It does not necessarily imply
cither stupidity or sin. It is not a synonym for in-
justice, and it is very far from being, as many
seem to think, a synonym for haired. The South-
ern white man has always exercised discrimina-
tion in regard to the Negro but — except for a
tiny and untypical minority of the white popula-
tion — he has never hated the Negro. T have
lived a fairly long life in o part of the South — the
south Carclina  Loweountry — where there are
many thousands of Negroes, and since earty boy-
hood I have known many of them well, in some

(3)




eases for years, in town and country. 1 know how
I feel about them und how the white people of
this old plantation region, the high and the low,
the rich and the poor, the large landowner and the
white mechanic, feel about them.

I am sure that among white Carolinians there
is, as yet, almost no hatred of the Negro, nor is
there anything that can accurately be called race
prejudice. What does exist, strongly and in-
eradicably, is race preference. In other words, we
white Southerners prefer our own race and wish
1o keep it as it is.

This preference should not and in fact cannct he
oliminated. It is much bigger than we are, « far
greater thing than our racial dilemma. It is—
znd here is another basic fact of great significance
—— an cssential element in Nature’s huge and com-
plex mechanism. It is one of the reasons why

ovolution, ever diversifying, ever discriminating,

ever separating race from race, species from spe-
cies, has been able to operate in an ascending
course so that what began aecons ago as something
resembling an amoeba has now become Man. In

preferring its own race and in striving to prevent

the destruction of that race by amalgamation with
another race; the white South is not flouting
Nature but is in harmony with her.

3

IF tre Negro also prefers his own race and wishes
lo preserve its identity, then he is misrepresented
by his new aggressive leadership which, whether
or not this is its deliberate aim, is moving toward
a totally different result. Tt us see why that s o,

The erax of the race problem in the South, as |
have said. is the nearly universal beliel of (he
southern white people that only by maintaining @
certain degree of separatenegs of the races can the
racial integrity of the white South be safeguarded.
Unfortunately the opinion has prevailed outside
the South that only o few Sottherners hold this
conviction — a handful of demagogic politicinns
and their most ignorant followers - and that “en-
lightened ™ white Southerners reeagnize the alleged

danger of racial wmalgamation as a tramped-up

thing having so read substanee.
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Nothing could be farther from the truth. Be-
cause the aggressive Northern-Negro leadership
continues o drive onward, the white South (ex-
copt perhaps that part which is now more Western
than Southern and in which Negroes are few) is
today as united in its conviction that its racial in-
tegrity must be protected as {t was when the same
conviction drove its pcople — the slaveholder and
the non-slaveholder, the high and the low, the edu-
eated and the ienorant —— to defend the outworn
institution of Negro slavery heenuse there seemed
i he no other way to preserve the social
politieal control needed to provent the Africaniza-
tion of the South by a combination of fanatical
Northern reformers and millions of enfranchised
Negroes. The South ecscaped that fate becausce
after a decade of disastrous experiment the in-
telligent people of the victorious North realized
that the racial program of their social crusaders
was unsound, or at least impracticable, and gave
up trying to enforce it.

Now in a surging revival of that “Reconstruc-
tion” crusade — a revival which is part dedicated
idealism, part understandable racial ambition,
part political expedichey national and interna-
tional — the same social program is again 1o he
imposed upon the South. There are new condi-
tions which help powerfully 1o promote its the
Hitlerite cxcesses in the name of race which have
brought all race distinctions into popular disre-
pute; the notion that the white man, by divesting
himsell of race consciousness, may appease (he
peoples of Asin and Afriea and wean them away
from Communism. :

In addition, a fantastic perversion of scientifie
authority has been publicized in support of the
new crusade. Though cverywhere else in Nature
(as well as in all our plant breeding and animal
breeding) race and heredity are recognized as of
primary importance, we are told that in the human
species race is of no importance and racial difs
ferences are due not o heredity but fo environment.
Science has proved, so we are told, that all races are
equal and, in cssentials, identical.

Science has most certainly not proved that all
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Faces are equal, much less identieal; and, as the
vourageous geneticist, Dro W, G, George of the
University of North Caroling, has reecontly pointed
oif, there s overwhelming likelihood that tho
biclogical consequences of white and Negro inte-
gration in the South would be harmful. It would
not be long before these biological consequences
became visible. But there is good hope that we
shall never sce them, because any attempt io
force a program of racial integration upon the
South would be met with stubborn, determined,
and universal - opposition, probably laking the
form of passive resistance of a hundred kinds.
Though secession is nol conceivable, persistence
in an attempt to compel the South {o mingle its
white and Negro children in its public schools
would split the United States in two as disas-
trously as in the sixties and perhaps with an cven
more lamentable aftermath of bitterness,

For the clementary public school iy the most
critical of those arcas of activity where the South
must and will at all costs maintain separateness of
the races. The South must do this because, al-
though it is a nearly universal instinct, race prefer.
ence is not active in the very young. Race prefer-

ence (which the propagandists miscall race prej-.

udice or hate) is one of those instinets which
develop gradually as the mind develops and which,
if taken in hand early enough, can be prevented
from developing at all.

Hence if the small children of the two races in
approximately equal numbers — as would be the
case in a great many of the South's schools
were brought together intimately and constantly
and grew up in close association in integrated
schools under teachers necessarily committed to
the gospel of racial integration, there would be
many in whom race preference would not de-
velop. 'This would not be, as superficial thinkers
might suppose, a good thing, the happy solution
of the race problem in America. It might be a
solution of a sort, but not one that the American
people would desire. It would inevitably result,
beginning with the least desirable elements of
both races, in a great increase of racial amalga-
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mation, the very process which throughout our
history we have most sternly rejected. For. al-
though to most persons toduy the idea of m1xe§{
mating is disagreeable or even repugnant, this
would not be true of the new generations brought
up in mixed schools with the desirability of racial
integration as a basic premise. Among those new
generations mixed matings would become common-
place, and a greatly enlarged mixed-blood popula-
tion would result.

That is the compelling reason, though by no
means the only reason, why the South will resist,
with all its resources of mind and body, the mixing
of the races in its public schools. It is a reason
which, when its validity is generally re(:ognize(li,
will quickly cnlist millions of non-Southerners in
support of the South's position. The people of
the North and West do not favor the trunsforma-
tion of the United States into a nation composed
in considerable part of mixed bloods amy more
than the people of the South do. Northern sup-
port of school integration in the South is due to
the failure to realize its inevitable biological ef-
fect in regions of large Negro population. If
Northerners did realize this, their enthusiasm for
mixed schools in the South would evaporate al

onee,
4{
.

HErE are other cogent reasons for the white
South’s stand: the urgent necessity of restoring
the Constitution and our federal form of govern-
ment before they are permanently destroyed by
the Court's usurpation of powcer; the equally ur-
eent necessity of re-establishing law and preeedent
instead of sociologieal and psychological theory
as the basis of the Court's decisions; the terrible
dumage which racial integration would do to the
South’s whole educational system, black as well as
white. These and other aspects have been fully
and effectively explored and need not be touched
upon here.

But the underiying and compelling reason for
the South’s refusal to operate mixed schools -
its beliel that mixed schools will result in ultimate
racial amalgamation — has been held virtually ta-
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boo and if mentioned in the North is not examined
at all but is summarily dismissed as not worthy of
constderation. The amalgamation “bogey,” it is
sard, is not really believed by intelligent South.
erners but is a smoke sercen used to hide the
South’s real motives, which are varicusly de-
seribed, ranging from plain sadism to a shrewd
determination to deprive the Negro of education
so that he can never displace the Southern white
man. Besides, it is confidently alleged, the Negro
does not wish to destroy the identity of his race
by merging it with the white race.

Both those statements are incorrect, As al-
ready pointed out, the fear that mixed schools in
the South would open the way to racial amalgama-
tion is not a bogey or a smoke screen or a pro-
tense of any kind but the basic animating motive
of ‘the white South in resisting the drive of the
N.AACPE, and its supporters. The second state-
ment is as erronecous as the first. The Negro
leaders do want racial amalgamation; they not
only want the right to amalgamate through legal
intermarriage but they want that right to be
exercised widely and frequently.

It is only natural and human that they should

feel this way. The truth is that these ambitious, :
intelligent, often amalgamated, and often genu-.

inely dedicated Negro men and women feel about
this matter exactly as white men and women would
foet if they were similarly constituted and ecircum-
staneed - fusion of the 1wo rees would solve the
Negro's problem at onee. How much of the Negro
rank and file consciously secks amalgamation is o
auiestion; to the Southern Negro in particular the
thought of intermarriage is still new and strange.
As for the Northern leaders of the movement,
some of them make no bones about it, and when
they do evade the question they do so only for
reasons of strategy,

Bt au’tu.llly it does not matter much whether
or not intermarriage s the admitied aim of the
NALLCT strategists, To suppose that, proclaim.
mg the virtual identity of the races, we can promote
all other degrees of race mixing but stop short of
imterracial mating is — if' I may use air overworked
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but vivid simife — like going over Niagara Fallg
in o barrel in the expectation of stepping three
fourths of the way down. The South is now the
great bulwark against intermarriage. A very few
years of thoroughly integrated schools would
produce large numbers of indoetrinaied young
Southerners free from -all “prejudice”™ against
mixed matings.

¥ is beeause there the adolescent and “unpreju-
diced” mind ean be reached that the Integration-
ists have chosen the Southern schools as their
primary target; and it is precisely because the
adolescent and therefore defenseless mind would
there be exposed to brain-washing which it would
not know how to refute thaet the white Seuth will
not operate integrated public schools. If the
South fails to defend its yeung children who are
not yet capable of defending themscives, if it per-
mits their wholesale impregnation by a propa-
gunda persuasive and by them unanswerable, the
salutary instinet of race preference which keeps
the races separate, as in Nature, will be destroyed

- before it develops and the barriers against mcmi

amaiga.mm ion will go down.

This is the new ‘md ominous fact which, as was
said at the beginning of this article, lurks in am-
bush, concealed like a viper in the school integra-
tion crusade. Success of that crusade would mean
that after three and a half centuries of magnifi-
cent achievement under a system of racial sepa-
rateness and purity, we would tacitly abandon
that system and instead would begin the creation
of a mixed American race by the fusion of the
two races which, as H, G. Wells cxpro%‘;e,d it, are
at opposite extremes of the human species.

Many well-meaning persons have suddenly dis-
covered that the tenets of the Christinn religion
and the professions of our democratic faith com-
pel us to accept the risks of this hybridization.
No one who will face up (o the biological facts
and really think the problem through can believe
any such thing or see the partial suicide of the
white race in America (and of the Negro race
also) as anything other than a erime against both
religion and civilization.
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“ T have tried to show here the basic and eompelling
renson why the Southern people, who know the
facts of Hife in the South better than any doectrinaire

sociclogist viewing the scene from his ivory tower, -

see no possible course save to stand firm in their
resistance 1o school integration no matier what may
be the consequences of their resistance. When a
people believes that something even doarer than its
life is threatened, there isn’t much use in pointing
out its duty to obey the luw which threatens it,
especially when it is almost unanimously of the
opinion that the law is a perversion. And the
South has ample precedent for resistance. In a
much firmer sense the Prohibition Amendment was
the law of the land, and the North even more than
the South made a mockery of it. So too was the
federal fugitive slave act the law of the land, yet
many Northern states nullified and openly violated
it. '

Moreover, fortifying the South for its ordeal is
the conviction that it is defending something far
greater than itself: that integrity of race and that
pride of race which all great peoples have — the
Chinese, the Japanese, the Arabs, the Jews, for
instance -~ and without which no people is worth

its salt. There is good hope that before too long,
this will begin 1o be recognized outside the South.
The eurrent pseudoscientific buncombe about ra-

cial identity is at last being questioned openly. It
will be exploded completely with the ending of the
leftist-liberal taboo which. has practically sealed
the lips of geneticists able and willing to discuss
racial renlities, and our Lysenko-like execursion in
the realm of race will come to an end. Then it will
be seen that the South, in maintaining the actuality
and the great significance of racial differences,
has not been “racist™ in any evil sense but has
been the defender of something permanently im-
portant to the whole American people; and that
the Supreme Court, in launching the Negro on an
offensive which cannot and should not succeed,
has dealt a terrible blow 1o his wdvancement and
his happiness.” '

(12}
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