On Surdey, Kovember 17, 1963 the 3ev. Dr. Charks Morton, Festo¥of Metropolitan

Baptis t Church in “etroit smi™the ~ev, James D, Mixon, rastor d Grosse Poirte

Methodist Church attempted to WoFShip at lenmitol Street Methdist Church in

Jeckson, Miss. We were driven to the church by two friends who & served from
dstance what transpired. '

We were let oub of the car across tle street from the chwch., 4 ratroli wagon
was double parked across from the diwch, A traffic policeman stopped traffic
for u§ Lo cross the street as we had observed him doing for others. We
observed between ten aml [if %5 men on the steps € the church as we approached.
They were at variow lsv:1s and locations. We anproached tle le Tt side £ the
;}:{eps as g:{iizced the church and were immedistely confronted by a sroup o men.
VEE/ BLE
Nixon was standing to the left with Morton to the right es we faced the church,
standing c%%e together, One man stepped down on the sidewalk level at Nixon's
left elbowiwhile others were on the 'irst row of steps imeditely belmre us.
A man in the mid dle asked "what do you want here?" to which Nixon replied "We
fpve come to warship Gal o%  The man at the center identifid himself simply as
in charge of the ushers, He was about 55 to &C year of age, gray hair combed
streight back, thinning in front, Slwif’bly after we began talking a man of abow
the sare age, whiter hair, & bit feavir build, dressed in & blue sult raised
nis rend holding a sheet of folded paper or a long white envelope which arpeared
to be a signal to the waiting police across the street behind us. A men to Nixen's
left staried to say something about 'Why don't you stay at homé, ete" but was
interrupted by the man in charse of the ushers who told him that "We will take
care of ihb,

DO peAT!

Nixon saicf_ tiet he held in his hand a copy of the recent statemert of the Covneil
of Bishops o the Methalist Church bt was told that they were nd irberested

in ttet. The head usher sail "Now yole not coming in here so why don't you just
move along?t Nixon and ¥o ton stood still silently “or & few mimates., Kixon
was ovening his Prayer Book to read silently ard the usher said 'Now you are

not soing to hold any service out here." Nixon saf, that is not ow intenticn,
we simply came Lo worship together. We would be mppy to sit anywhere at all

if you would justletus come in," eply, "Well you are not geing to cne here,n
Tte only conversation reld was & repitibion of thee wards amd ideas: "ie have
com +to worship® met with the reply "We.l, you're nct comingin here,”

After o few exchanges of thy sort the head 'ster took hold of Nixon's arms to
move, steer or wrestle him to ore side, mevirg him to Nixon's left. At this
voint Nixon dropped to his knees to avoid any show o force, conflict
struggle. Morton dropped te his knees besfie him. AL this point the hesd usher
motioned for the pcgié:e. We heard the Yatrol wagon acproach and tlen saw an
officer step in front of us. He asked the head usher "Do you prefer charges?!
and the usher nodded and replied "Yes.!" inother o fic-r avprached with two
Negro prizoners from theratrol wagfon and Nixon and Morton were escor ted withot
resistance 4¢ into the wargon.
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it no time did either Nixon
standinégr kneeling, Neithr placed eitler foot or knee on a sterp,
sation was in 2 cuiet and restrained veoice, -

or ¥orton move from the sidewalk level, eit
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