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- Dec. 17, 1963

| REFORT OF ICM ACTIVITIES (IT)
- SELECTED .FROM THE MINUTES OF MEMBERSHIP |
AND STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

=3 Interraclal Council of Methodists, meeting several tlmes a month, has par-
woactivities. The first Report:iof Activities (issued Sept. 10 - copies
and’the ICM Statement of Purposes give a description of the structure,
neern areas of the organization. This second report will be llmlted to
TGM‘S major areds of interest since September 10, 1963.

‘ct bar 8 three Tougaloo college girls, %wo frOm the Ohicago area,
i K n the emptied to attend a "whites only"
g ethodist minister went to Jackson, at
ugaioo: Ghaplain Rev: Ed. King; to attend church with the’ ‘girls. But
ned away at the church door. The next week five ministers and one layman
jent - %o Jacksan, again %o attend church with the girls. Four were arrested,
nszde a Methadls% church, and the a%udents were again arrested Sznce that

: They ‘have been from Wisconsin,

_  "ées Chicago. Some weeks the ministers
nd: ‘soms they have not. Wid‘ oncern among Methodists was expressed
"hls case: (1) the opposmtlon of Methodist church leaders in
admission of Negroes into their churches in spite of the offic;al
thodist Church, and {2) the question of whether a church is the private
s members or the House of God, open %o all worshippers. The action of the
urches has also serzously threatened the proposed Methodist-Evangel-
“merger, for a group -of E. U'B-fmlnlsters have since issued a state-
‘not went ﬁo JOln & seg'egated ‘church. On November 13, Blshops

2 é;pollcy of the church being open to
s They called upon all Jethodist dinstitutions "to bring their
practices in line with the Christian principles of racial inclusive-
g are committed". A week later a group of Methodist ministers meeting in
p a national organization to work for the renewal of the church. Both

: aken'hecause of the serxousieventsii "Jackson.3 (For further informa-
: o f *fOct 9, Oct. 26,
rls. Fellowshlp
“and’ Decemher
om’ the ICM )

TH. CAMP IGN' ﬁAlmost all the thcago mlnlsters who-were arrested, or
,jembers of’*CN; and the entire membership wag -active in raising

‘ IcM was TEPres: te on the committee that met with

i se sent: Lelegrams to the
hey send representa~

King and the students in
wes’ represented on it
more ministers were
the Bishops, stating that the arrest
13 BlShOpS had - taken, and the Bishop's dtatement should =
53 qr withdrawn. After the first group of Chicago ministers
OM,.in cooperation with the Inner-City Methodist Minister's
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ihé}d & report-back meeting at the Chicago Temple. Under the auspices of ICM,
ave told their story at other churches throughout the Chicago area. ICM
and’ contnibuted financas to the ‘newly formed national organization

h Renewal.

: 8 'eetlng of the Inner-City Methodist Minister's Fellowship, Oct. 25,
theﬁchlca o~land area could: b ma more intimately involved
3 -,Mbthodlst churches in

rs could glve & genwine invitation for the "host" church members to
bo their home church; (3) this would be an opportunity. for local Negro
: *tha ‘gense for Yoneness' in our witness and for non-Negro Methodista
in Christ by being part of an: interracial team; (4§ravgathering
'n-race relations From the

reveal thcse arcag of

&ructured Sunday, when every e ‘was prepared to welcome &
ormal relabiorship for a healﬁhyglnterracmal interchurch
: a 1t 8 church needs to be

solved. To date more than
s have been visited.
I unfortunate ex~
“Operation Witness
; m:ICM )

-~Witness wag set up
fellowship. Four members of

the most part a lay campaign,
ittee from ICM met with

egrcwunemployment is-at-the high rate
Ney ‘white) during the worst

_ 4 campaign

.ved 80 highly

'egsibility of

h Durlng the
‘”agamnst Bowman
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ICM PARTICIPATION IN CAMPAIGN: Since only ministers could @grectly give leadership
: aign, ICM .took a supportive role. The reports of the campaign were given at
he périod in which it was in effect, and most of the Methodist
involved in the plannlng of the campalgn were active ICM
ting, the ICM membershlp vcted 4o commend the Clergy Alliance
1. Tt is the understanding of the ICM steering committee that a
_another major Chicago company, will soon be in effect, and our
fied of the fact at the first membership meeting after the c0mpany

n in the Chicago school system,
: stricts and a refusal by the
oy of:ﬁuﬁagratiom, fo eaidents of several school dig-
nm of nom-viclent demons ong. during the summer. The pro-
was opposed by Superintendent Willis, but the cowrts ruled
fect. Over this question the Superintendent resigned. Downtown
-ents ‘from an all-white school pressured the board to rescind
' intendent. The board capit-
t:of the Chicago schools vas
',students, helf the school chil-
f_%tended "fraedom: ¥ gt to dramatize their demand that
_ Thas was, incidentally, the largest single dGemonstration in
ern ‘civil rights movement. Negotiations between the School Board "
jouncil of Community Qrganizations (representing the Chicago civil
ke down in early December. Now a boycott of the downtown stores
e eivil rights groups in an attempt to alter the stand of the
inshrumental in the return of Willis. (For further infor-

¥imény and statistics on ‘Chicago school segregation by
cammunity Organizations available from the office of the
jons and Answers About the 'Stopl! Don't Shop Downtown! fewraign®
Nig tﬁ_Gcmmlttee and available, while they last, from the ICM.)

thin ‘& feu days a' b
ong. More than 20

TON:

In September the ICM membershi drafted a letter to the Chicago
. 1lis be replaced: en An ICM Schools

: ings that were later
ouncil of Community
Several "Freedom
led ‘some of the teach-
mmittee that met with
1icly criticized Board
' the negotiations.




e dy -
s of ToM That Should be Noted

“the historic March on Washington (see first report) a mass demonstration
y eivil rights organizations to urge Senator Dirksen to vote for President
ghts Bill. Tt took place on Sep‘l‘.ember 12 and ICM was well representeu.

: :"'set -up by the steering c-::mmittee to achieve quick no‘hlf:r.e‘
ecessary action, - The co; tee has functioned well.

u'was' s_tahliahed , and the names of:_ the speakers that ICM will maks

'ev. William White were appointed co-chairmen of Project
_i‘hh Methodist busmeasmn ‘end digerimination in Chicago

g named chairman of a committee to develop plans for a pil-
'e,f' to be held in Pittsburgh.’

100 -and pclic_les of the ICM was prepared by steering
in jal rgana of the Lexington

(I secretary)
kwell '(IGM_eo«chairman)



