WIITE CHURCHES (Part Four) XIXZ *Conclusion
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Joan Trumpauerﬁhad written several of our northern friends

that she thought the white churches of Jackson might gepen

$
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their doors sometime in the fall of 1965%%21 agreed with this
opinion. ?hat would make it past tﬁe experiences of the Free-
dom Summer, whatever that might bring, and part of would

surely be greater violence and suffering than evexr seen in

the Movement. Some of ug would die. The possible church
openings in thé 211 would zlso be past the crisis of the
ppening days of the desegregated public schools--whatever

thg would mean --probably more violence, A third thing would
happen in this interim. The Q.S.Congfess should pass the

Civil Rights Bill with its puﬁlié accomodations section.{ Thus
we were thinking that the white moderates in their Christian
churches would be the last remmant of the all white society

to change., After all the major crisfes had past, after the
vielence

shpience that the moderates might have contained had exploded,

after the extremists on all cides had exhausted themselves,

then would come the day of the moderates. Not a day they

© were looking forward to, just a kind of, "well if you have %o

41t next to Colored people in the movies, the cafes, and the
*achool room, we might as well let them into the churches too.”
But the church would be last., In essence this would mean that
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the Church in Mississippl was doing what it had always done
(and what it did most other places tn America)y reflecting
the status guo. When the status qﬁo was tétal segregation
t+he church c¢losed the doors, the churchmen turned thelr headg
as the police arreéted those Negroes who dared knock on ﬁhe
holy Goors. But, by ﬁ;ﬁefall of 1964, Mississippi should
begin to show "tokenisn” in #¥ public school desegregation
and "tokenism® everywhere else. Few Blacks could afford to
eat in white restaurants or attend white moviesy so there
would be come occcassional desegration, but not much. The
Church (especially the middle class churches where the mod=
erates were concentrated) would not feel comfortable if the
1ife within the church was too differénf from the worldr
sutside. Yes, we could expect ¥gg¥/ some opening of the
church doors. In the meanwhile, I decided, the Methodist
Church would probébly pe far enough removed (soclal class
wise) that the smell of burning crosses would never disturb
fragrance of the

the altar flowersi that the Methodist Church, like all the

white moderates, would naver even notice the horror we Iin

e,

the Movement were sure could break out anywhere in Misasissippl.

But this time my Jjudgment was wronge.
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more frequentﬁ By mid June tﬂa croas Jburnings had beecome churceh
burnings, {Black churches would continue to burn for over gz yvear
at the rate of at least one church destakyed every week.) One

of these flrﬁt church burnings was in rural Neshoba County,

The Mt. Zion Methodist Church,X4% a Blaok congregation with g
small wood frame building, had offered their church bullding and

grounds for uae ag g "Freedom Schcol" in the CDFO Summer Project.

;
o

Here teen-agers would gather for academic tutoring, The church

organlzed by the MiSSiSSlppl Freedom Democratie Party. The one-

room church was the only building for nany miles that Blacke
.1/

i~
/

ceuld use ? A the congregation wag leaving their mid-weelk

Frayer meetlng they realized that the church was surrounded
by cars-mklansmene Most of the church members were allowed to
. ;
leave but one ©of the church officers wag held and badly beaten,
A

Hig w:p.feg held by the klanﬁmﬁatched and hegan sereaming to Jesus
f

Tor heln when her ‘husband fainted.  He was sti1] a2live and she

and friends Were allowed to take hinm to their home on the next
. T.

hiii, hhen they arrived home they looked back at the red glow

in the sPy. fMt. Zion Meggbdiff\Eﬁuroh wag burning,

t M g‘l

Two days later the Movement workers for the area came to

focy! /“'
b

investiwat&. They were James Chaney, Black{/d¥d/ from Meridian

1
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{)(&E +and his friend, Michasl Schwerner, white, from New York, Both had

0

been working for CORE in that area of Mississippl #4¥ gince the
winter., With them was angﬂ§er white man, Andrew Goodman, a stuw
dent from New York whe was one of the summer volunteers for the
COF0 project. Goodman had been in the state less than a few hours
when he was agsigned to accompany the other men to Neshoba to
community peo
investizate the church burning and talk to the ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬂb%%ﬂ%ﬁ/
Death threats (and escapes at high speeds) had already happened
in_this J;unty S0 everyone who knew where the men were was cone-
cerned. The men were caught at the WEL/2/ ruidgns of Mt. Zion
Methodist Church /Eﬁﬁ’ arrested by a Deputy Sheriff (who was F¥d¥
}7$9w'a klan member) and ordered to drive into the county seat,
Lalse.
Philadélphia. to pay some sort ofatraffic fine. The three men
did so, driving their own car. Inside the town a tire on their

station wagon began to go flat. Thney pulled inte the parking

iot of the First Methodist Church (white only, of course)., While

changing the tire YheyL{4€L/¥/ were approached by the deputy gy

who now had another officer with him. Now the men discovered it
was not just a traffic fine facing them but they were going to

jail. The two Mississippi veterans knew that might mean death.

The last-possible chance
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church. But none of the £ prisoners thought of the church

as any kind of sanctuary or even a temporary refuge, The
o
new pastor of the Lhurch had just come there from & church

+

- in Jackson., It was a promotion for him. He was the Chairman
of the Board of Christian Soeial Concerns for the Mississipﬁi
Methoﬁgst Church..the same man who had told a group of us the
previous Christmas that he did not think the church should
get too involved in controversial things like the racial
problemg because that might jeopardize the work of the
church In other important areas of social concern. (I often

wondered that summer what this minister would have done if
xﬁ“ f
..M“ %@f ‘the three prisconers had run into his church that Sunday

‘ /<\ﬁﬁ'3 (l\
»i&qw ﬁg Q( evening, or even shouted to him for help. The men knew
_us \ (

VARTS:
:*f@ﬁ E\*%ns%hey faced & possible death; the minister might have advised
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RN
gﬂuwwﬁkﬁfX\-ghem te be less dramatie and emotional, and %o respect law

1l < s
\“ﬁhﬁgﬂéﬁi§?and order.) JYH¢ Another Phlladelphia Methodist churchman
y{\i A5 @

w (\¢~ t\,‘
kXSmﬁ\M;§f%as the chairman of the recently formed "Fellowship of
N

n%“ gﬁy Loyal Churchmen} the group of moderates who had finally
V\

il. Q‘Ik \3\
RS
fhor tried to face some of the problems of the Church in Miss-
U

’A;é;i pj }W"’?VVM
AE% issippi. Neightgr of these two Methodist churchmen had any

&?

. A 0
ﬁg%;&g.o iden of the reality of Mississippi. A few hours later the
/;/}0

Miss

{ ig " three men ¥ in the Movement were dead, buried in Neshoba County.

o thaed -~
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white churches that Sabbath evening in Philadelphia to praise
God as usuals The white Metﬁodists proﬁably did not know that
a Black Methoedist church in thelr county had been burnedy the
white Methodists probably did not even know the church existed.

Phe three WA/ Movement men had one more representative of the
white Ghristiaﬁ religion of Hississippi to face. But this final
meeting was not in the ruins of a Black Methodlst Chureh or in
front of the beau%ifuiyérick white Methodist Church. One of
the men in the klan mob who beat them and killed them was a
white minister, a fundameﬁﬁalist Baptist preacher, the Rev. Nr.
Killen. Although he may not have been involved in such ﬁffé/ ElH
extermination business in the past, this man was ¥nown in the
men
cgmmunity as *Preacher Killen.* The three yﬁgﬂwere shot, one
by one, then dumped in a pile together. As the dirtd was
being thrown over their bodies.Preacher Killen led a bizarre
kind of funeral service that was ?ossible only in HMississippi.
The preacher committed the souls of the departédlunﬁo God -and
0L MG, '

prayed that God would forgive Egggjall their sins,

(I xnew that these men were missing in Nesnoba Coun%y. I

knew this several hours before they were killed. T talked with
N " ) \\

gseveral other Movement leaders that evening; we decided that

nioAgo to Neshoba to try to‘hélp our friends would only mean
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motivated by fear--or so we thought~- for we fully expected

té]ggggﬂbg killed ourselves, We Just rationally declded not
c et
to go and attempt to help our friandquto go and die with them,

, e D P Lo Dopl Val
We did seek help from the,U.Sagovernmentfff%oﬁféﬁe FBI, %gich

AN .
knew of the $€ouble in time te stop the killings but refused

to help'us.:jﬁahe-of us were surprised that the FBI allowed

[

these three men to be murdered, The FBI was not on the side

of the Freedbm‘Movement. The FBI was not on the side of FPreedomn.
A Baericam
So we knew that the,governme%p would not help our friendsy we

Py

Yo zg

knew that we ﬁH were the only ones who could go to Neshoba.
RN @@ Nwamu

Wa did mt gm ‘1 did not go.)

?hg:paxt day wae one of the mbst terrible I ever lived in
Missi%ﬁ%%ﬁi. Although T had said I would expect nothing from
the W#é%e.iiberals and moderates in the churches I could not
stop féyi%g. I thought that the horror of the Neshoba murders
might’éﬁiil gshock the white chureh leaders into some kind of
action}yééma kind of support for an end to the violence, if
nathigg else. And if the white moderates would move against

violence, the Movement would be helped. So I trie& again. Again

I failed==but was hurt deeply in the process.
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I called Buford Posey, a white friend who lived in Keshoba
County. He wae no moderate but a supporter of the Hovement who
coben |
had visited TougalooA@requently. He was a white native of
qusissippi who knew that change and freedom would make a betier
Mississippli for everyone, [ He agreed to find out everything
he could about the missing men and te keep me and the COFO

office informed Mﬁ )C"“ﬂl OLSJ"W/?)L:’W wes e Same ag /mwgv%py

wewl  dead, _ «

Then I contacted Fr. Bernard Law, the liberal editor of
the AUALLY/newspaper for the Roman Catholic Church in Hississw
ippie I knew that Fr. Law supported desegregation--and that
Fr. Law did not think the confrontation tactics of the Hovement
(such as the church visits) were a good thing. RE/KAL/ BEL/
Hfs school background included Harvard and he certainly was
not a typical Mississippiaf. But ¢ he did have great influence
within the Catholie¢ Church in +the state and the help of evary

- one would be needed if white moderates were to move against
the FXIHALL/SE/violence, But Fr. Law refused to efoegs much
concern about the.missing men in Neshoba and.cerféinljZWAS-

not ready for his church to bhecome invelved inh‘& modemta‘\\

J e €
effort to stop violencefuuﬂiolﬁgebthat he refused to admit

LS

existed,

X Mow oL:B{skaF jar Missoors -

.
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T could get nowhef with this man whe was sure that he
had a perfect understanding of everything about Miseissippl

and what the Vhurch or moderates should do in the state, I

asked to ses Biéhop Gerow, The Bishop put aside whatever

work he was doing and welcomed me. He let ms say DH0AOTAL/
anything I wanted, The'Bishsp wag an old man, almost eighty,
but & man of gfe&t compasgsion. He was gresatly unset by

my descriﬁtimnﬁ of what was now happening in Neshobas and g

what would continue to happen unless the white church led

the white moderates in some effort to reduce the violence,

The Bishop invited me ta stay for lunch with him. His guestions

[ ' about the Movement, about Neshoba, about the missing wen, were

e

all serious and perceptive, Then ¥ Fr. Law came in and

proceeded to convince the Bishop that I was not spsaking

i the truth, that I was too emotionally upset (if not cyn%%eally

’ trying to uge a minor incident in Neshoha to decelve the Bighop,
£ m#ﬁtﬁr that Fr. Law strongly hinted at in my presencee- I

can imagine what he sald when I left). law had two major
points to prove that I was exaggerating everything 1 said.

The Tirst was that ne black churbh had been burned in Nee

ghobz County. Law claimed to have cheoked with a white priest

in that part of Mlegelseipol who assured him that this was juat
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ﬁirumar gpread by the civil rights warkérﬂg.'wha second point
wag that ther®had heen no murd@rsgﬁha% B4 King wag just making
that ups that Ed ¥ing was , pevhaps, just too tired beoause of
Wi _ .

all & had done the past year and new, understandably, Bd Fing
just could not think straight. The man then assured we that
T weuld see things dlfferently in a few days and that I ghould
really be concerned about becoming go emotional. (Ard T realiued
that this maﬂ tha% T had thought would one day be a graeat
hedp with the problems of Mississippl did not understand
these problems and could not face s world with such problems.
BUL Fr. faw wag s 1ittle frighﬁ@ning wecavee he did have the
intellect and the talents to be a great leader. In just a few
moments he had totally degtroyed my relations with the Bishop.

. M
Phere woeuld be no effort to call other church leaders together i
to %allk about the new crisis ov murder gn& viclenee now, Hven
if I could reach someone like the Epimca§§l Bishon I knew he
would contact the Homan Gaﬁhéli@ Bigshop, who would then suggest
Fre Law a3 the man whe ﬁnd@r@taad the problem. Because Fr.
Law was so f absolutely sure of his own interpretations Iﬂ

realized he was a dangerous man., There was no hope for MHimge

iesippl here, But I tried again, T suggested to Fr. Law that

pa— p——
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bombing Black %ﬁ
he must have heard shout the attempted Tire behdug of a G%ihollﬁ

gehool building in Hattieshurg. (A Movement meetlng had been

Ve bR

neld therep for the vagt of the summer Gathollc praﬁertgﬂalma at v

everywhere in the atate was clozed To the Movemen't) ¥ There
was no duestlon at all about the bugineze . Bube to wy amnazenent,
Fr. Law sald that this mest likely wag an mecident and net the

worlk of the klan at atl, I could not tell 1f he veally pelleved g

-

that or was just trying o sonvince himgelf. (I velieve that he

o

was oo concerned that the Gatholie Church not become a target

of the Klane-who weré anti-Gathollic a3 well as thers other

hates,  So he ganted to keep down any posdible publicity or

public notlce of the fire-bombing.) Since he denled this

hombing my woind apout the Neshoba powbing beling real was lodte
T left the Catholic Chanocglny huiiding very cnd. It was not

LS5 pons
st Ad m}c%’ at thepof this 1iheral priest and the fallure to

Ermiey

ernitiat the Bichonp in scwme moderate camprign against viclence. I

had feund wy tilme with the Bighop very mesnirgfuls The old man
T x ® ]

dld want to undergtand--aven something ag herrible a8 thig. ANnd
for n moment L had simest wanted to turn to wim me a spiritual

father, to confess my OWn failure Lo go %o Heshoba to be with

PO

wmy_frlends what I knew faced death, to receive his blessing. But

i Pre Law had heard my words thatl T too sxpected to be ¥itled he

Wﬁui& hLVﬁ heen convinged T wag ingane, S0 I left, gaddened .

WP javochs hioal schools wert ”@?“’ﬁf%”j“’/‘/”@ 1
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That night Jeamnetts and I went intd Jackson %o meet a '

group of white churchmen at Jane Séhutt‘a home. Jane thought
we were probably right in our inslistence that the nissing men
had been murdered in Negheba. But no other whilte wmoderate
present 4id. And gome of these people would call themselves
1iberals on the race issve. ALl of thenm were in favor of

a. '
@u&egrﬁiﬁéﬁ ehurohes and 211 othey forwmg of desegregationes
a8 long ég the change came gradually and péacefullya Hy pletures ww?
of a Mississipni where crossey burned nightly, where Black
churches wera being bombed, where peopls were being gigL/

“killed by police working with klansuen was Just gsomething they

could not tolerste, IT this pleture of a bloedy Misgissippl
Qe
was true, Tthen there own datience and iraction was wrong.

athodist middster began talkling the same way Fr.

3

One young ¥
Iaw had earlier. Ed King was too tired, too emotional, too

invoived to vnderstand anyithing anymore. These renmarks ¢one

tained the same mixture of hestlility and concern a8 when I

heard then from Pr. Law, DL this was even w&rgﬁa I was

enctional. My friends wexe @e%ﬁ I teld them, and many more %i
of us might soon be dﬁﬁﬂ% SVeh language is hard to take. %The

NG S | ,
- wiBEster, Bob Kocktitsky, then ai}@nee@ me {and any worries the

group had) by saying he knew white Misslssipplane would not

burn & Negro church. If Lk King #d was exaggersting on that

then gurely Ed King was exaggerating in this tallk absouh wmurder.
2L LY ! : .
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{8 few years af%@r thlﬂ'Kachﬁiégﬁy had changed his opinions
about reality In Mi%giagippi and was wcfking in integrated
poverty programs and interracial church meedings. Hig own
howe in Jackson wes bowbed by the kland in 0 A48/ 1968) After
Qﬁnvinming the other whites In the woom that 1 wag weong

this Mississippl churchuen then proceeded to attack COFO

and repeat the insults that the Miseissippl press and politicians

were mouthinge-that GOF0O probably knew where Tthe three men
were hiding, that COFQ was staging the whole thing just %o
uveatc bed publicity for Mississippi and to raizge monsy fov
%h@ir-ﬁreﬁdom summer Project which (a3 all the white policial
leaders had just snnownced ) was a great faiilure, To heazr the
motlerates and iiberals s peaking and pelieving the nonsense of
. 5 v b ethe., - . " _
the racists was too much. Jeanmet A¢ T left and returnsd

to Teugaloo.

As T walked %o the door Jane Schutt came ovVer and gave
me & hug. ohe underﬁtao@,' 1 was erying as Jeannette and

T got in the car. T eried for Miséiﬁaippia far the Mavement,

. .
Lin PN gl i L -ﬂ

for the WModerates, for the Ghur@he for my friends who ware
dead in Neshoba, for my friends whm goon would die, for
Jeannette, for myselfs

But by the time we got houe 4o Tougaloo my B&diness was

over. New I wag angly and resdy for the work that waited.

This was, officilally. the opening day of the }Qé@ZMUFQ

s
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