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Holy Week of 1564 was a time of Speciail;ctévify inutgé
church visit campaign. On Palm Sunday many churches were visited.
" The doors were closed as usual and the visitors left before the
police made any arrests. On Palm Sundagnnight several of us
from the Tougaloo faculty accompanied the student® on church
visists., WNrs. Clarice Campbell was a white Methodist F¥¢y
woman
g@?@?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ/who taught in the Tougaloo History Depariment. She
was #£¥ active in ¥ interracial organizations in the South such
as the Southern Conferenck Education Pund. She was an active
churchman and had joined Galloway iethofdist Church F:iﬁ;fa'
she could have contacts with white Jabkksonians and &F that
they 4 could meet Tougaloco peonle. Bgfore moving to Tougaloo
she had taught at Rust College, the Methodist school for
Negroes in Holly Springs, Miss. Az a Methfodist church member
she felt free to talk to her pastor and to the bishop about
the problems of church segregation, On this Sunday evening
she invited us to come to Galloway Church, but we had planned
a visit to another church. She deciéed to come there with
us. Also making the trip was DR, Savethrl, a young woman
from India who had just come to Tougaloo tc teach in the

Socliology Department. Jeannette and several students alsc came.

We were a very intersting little group; Dr. Savethri was wearing
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a sari as she freguently did.

We arrived at St. Luke's Methodist Church for the 7:30
evening worship service. There had been no night visits here
and there were no. police or usher-guards standing duty oub-
side the church. It was a cold night so I opened the church
door and invited everyone inside. I assumed we would be
stopped in the foyer of the church by ushers who would block
the inner doors to the sanctuary. But no onc stopped us. THe
usher at the door we entered eclearly saw us and undcrstood, but
he let us be seated. The organ continued playing as we sat

quletly in the pews. I looked up a2t the beautiful stained

e

lass window of Jesusw-~lighted from behinde-that I had seen

Millsaps College
S6 many times when I came to this church as a THYZLYdd/student.

Then a group of men apprdoached us and +old us there had been

a misftake and asked ug to leave, We got up and begin walking
out, very slowly, and asking those embarrassing # guestions

about why we had to leave, and what was wrong with our group,

and 1s Christianity for whites only; Some more men came over

and they did not think we were moving guickly encugh. As we
reached the church doors there was pushing and shoving from

these men, never identified as ushers 3° they were. Dr, Szvethri

tried to ask a question. She said she was from India and did mﬁ*f

really understand American and Christian ways, Would the men
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please explain all this to her? But, while the voice of one
man could be heard ftrying to make some impossible ¥ apology and
explain the unexplainable two men physidally grabbed fhe Indian
lady and forced her out of the church, I had not expected any-
thing like that. I looked around, hoping to see Rev. Brooks
Hudson, associate pastor of the church (and a college roommayrite
of minej); I thought he might stop the men., But no one helped.
The poor man trying to make the apclogies just turned and walked
back down the allse of the church,
Campbell

Clarice-eapbei: suggested that we gtill had time to attend
the evening worship at Galloway Methodist Church., We were all
willing and so drove on into Jackson. Aéain there were no
zuards on duty. 3But this time I wanted the ministers and the
congregation to see, to experience whatever would happen--our
acceptance or our rejection. We entered the church *through
a side door which led to the front of the sanctuary, opening
to the side of the choir and the pulpit. WMany people use this
doorifit had also become popular as a way to enter the church

withoutl seeing the police or unwelcome guests at the main doors.

As we were passing through the narrow doors we were seen and
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several men leaped from their pews and rushed to defend the
pass., Clarice, Jeannette, and the two Black coedsISpotted the
charge and quickly stepped back through the door. But Dr.
Savethri were still there when the men reached the point. Agaln
we tried to ask questions, This time several hundred persons in
the congregation were staring at the scene. By this time there
were no Blacks inside the church sanctuary--only FA/KIA/ the
1ady dressed in the sari and Rev. Ed ¥ing. I was holding the
door ag tightly as I could--and kept it open for over a minute.
Cne of the men placed his hands on the lady's shoulders and
pushed her backwards as he told her todlf move., She shouted,
very loudly, "Take your hands off me. I thought this was a
Christian church." I realized that the whole congregation

could hear us o I started talking, and shouting, in a voice

as loud as I would have used had I been invited fo preach there,
"Don't push that lady. Let her go. We just want to worship
with you.y I turned towards the congregation and pleaded, "Please
let my friends attend your service." Before I could say more
several men began clearing the door way, rather earnestly. I
was kicked on the shin and poked on the stomach--perhaps not
deliberately but only as part of the g4/ confusion. I was

holding the door which they were trying to close in our face.
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I shouted, loudly so the congregation could hear, "Don't kick
me, Don't hit me. We'll leave. WWe'll leave;" And we did.
(Many times that year I had wondered if we had rnot been
too easy on the white churches, if we shouldn't do something
more dramatic than just knowking on the doors, asking our
guestions, having what discussion we could--and always risking
had
arrest so guietly. Sometimes I thought , especially the pre-
vious Christmas, that some of the visiting ministers, or even
myself, should take advantage of our wQ%ESSSE? ocur ability
%o pass by the guards without being noticed (perhaps not in
ny own case) and enter the churches and literally disrupt the
worship service (as the court would convict ue of that no
matter what happened.,) I thought that these sedegated churches
had no right to celebrate Christian events as 1f they were
not mocking Christianity by their segregation. I wanted
to shout, to preach to them. AAL(/PELIFELE/ 1 also thought
that they received too much comfort from their white religion
and that it should be disrupted. And now, on Palm Sunday,
they were preparing to observe Holy Week and try to aveid
thinking about segregation and the racial crisis. Should we,
should i, sb.disrupt tﬁeir hypocritical seriveces they could
not avoid thinking? But I always decided this was not the

way. As I walked away that Palm Sunday night I was no longer so &



Wt/ Ch, (&) IV  church visist--~-Zaster 108

There were other incidents that Haster season involving
white churches turning away foreignors as well as Blacks. MNrs.
Ann Ashmore, wife of the church editor, tried to offer apologies
to Dr., Savethri at Touzaloo. A group of concerned white women

forting
met with this Indian woman: Dr. Saveythri ended up comffﬁfiﬁg
the Southern women who had come to apologize to ZHE her.

The white church women happened to be holding a conference
on missionary actitivites that very week in Laurel, Mississippi
(headguarters of the most violent Ku Klux Klan organization in
the South-~but the Methodist ladies had gathered to talk about
how they could help the unfortanants in Borneo). There were ,
actually, many women there whose concerns for the mission of
the Church did inclue their immediate £ neighbors. For many
vears these Z ladies had hoped (and sometimes spoken) for
better race relations in the state., Some had fought the battles
to keep national Methodist church literature in the Mississlippi
Sunday Schools {although such literature promected integration).
These ladies had formed the core of strength and support that
had allowed a few members of "the 28 ministers" to keep
their pulpits--or at least stay in the state a little longer.

Two Missiesippi women who were now leaders. of the national
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Church's programs in missionary and wémen's work, brs. Paul
Arrington and Peggy Billings had returned to the state for
"this conference, lThe morning after the Palm Sunday troubles
I placed a long distance call to Laurel to tell Peggy what
had happened with my Indian friend. But Peggy could not come
to the phone so I had to leave my name and number with the
local church secretary. I was afraid that if it was krown
that notoroius Ed King frem Tougaloo was calling the message
would never be delivered. So I just left 2 number and the
name, "Rev. King." Peggy called back later and then contacted
Dr. Savethri fMg/¢¢Y But among the Nississippi women at the
conference there was some degree of confusion (perhaps caused
by some degree of guilt. Peggy wrote me about it:

»ss Mrs. Aringiton and a friend were having
tea in the hotel coffee shop when the “"con-
ference gossip" came up to them, and said,
“Ch, by the way, did you hear that Peggy
Billings got a long-distance call from ¥artin
Luther King about some Indian woman who got
pushed off the campus at Millsaps?"li!il! It
has its lighter side, too, doesn't it? 36

Somehow, on the MNovement side, we always found some cause to
laugh-~ at our enemies, at our friends, at ourselvee. The
business of closed churches in Holy Week had become too serious,
to sanctimonious, too holy for me. Peggy's comment was what I

rieeded.
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Easter Sunday of 1964 was celebrated ¥ in Jackson by white
people in white only & churches surrounded by white lillies on
the altars and police ¥ wearing white riot helmits standing
guard before the churches. WA/ EYdLEAEE/ The Methodist
Ghurch was fhe scene of the major confrontations. At Caplitol
St., Methodist Church nine men were arrested--two Black SNCC
wo;%rs and seven white Methodist ministers, all of them
seminary teachers. Among this group was Dr. Van Bogard Dunn,
dean of the llethodist Theological Schocl in Chio and, from
the same school but a ministerial member of the North Mississippi
ilethodist Conference, P¥{ the R€v. Cnarles E. Tilson, He
was thus the first white Mississippi minlister under direct
apvointment and supervision of Bishop Franklin to be arrested
at a liethodist church, also under the direct supervisiond of
the same Bishop Fraﬁklin. Ir. Tilson had been a teacher for
m%?yyears and had lived out of the state. He was the author
of “"Segregation and the Bible," ay book which examined the
seriptural prooffFtexts used by the racists to justify their
way of life--and demolished most of the popular segregation

arguments. (The night before the arrests this group had been
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in a session with most of the 1£AA#Y£ white Methodist clergy

of Jackson., This meeting ran for several hours. Several local

ministers, like Mr. Duke, tried to defend their position with

some of the old, almost fundamentalist, Biblical arguments.,

It was clear they neither respected or agreed with the inter-

pretations of Mr.-gggé?ﬁ This was one of the angrieét con-

frontations between local and visiting ministers that year.,)
The seminary teachers were not the only ministers visit¥é-

ing the city that Easter., Two Methodist Bishops attempted to

attend the eleven o'clock Easter Sunday worship service at
Galloway nsethodist Church. One was the Black leader of the

~ ot s o mrE et o f o d . arle
Central Jurisdiction churches in lisslssippil, Blshop-ggai%eé F.

' solden of Nashville; the other was a white man, Bishop James

K. latthews fof Boston. (Such a visit had beenC8ERLLEEEE
for some %time and was encouraged by those of ﬁ&% at Tougaloco.
3ut everyone involved thought it best for the Bisheps to

act on their own and not as ¥£ a coordinated part of the
Movement—-but just attend ‘B%Methodist church, as was cer-
tainly their right, The action of the seminary teachers

wae the direct responsibility of the liovement. There g was,

of course, co-ordination so that these men and the Bishops

e st s

did not all appear at the same place.) TheFwo=miehops
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The two Bishops arrived at Galloway church almost twenty
minutes before the start of the worship service. Ushers
blocked them at the church doors. The men introduced themw
selves, explaining alsoc that they were Methodst Bishops.

The ushers still blocked their way. Then the Chairman of

the O0fficial Board of the church came to speak to the
Bishops. This was Nat Rogers (a leading banker and business-
man, one ol the most influential men in all liississippi. The
ﬁishons later said that this man/Ydounded almos+ apologetic
as.he also refused them admission and explained the church
nolicy of the closed doors.Several times the Bishops asked

to speak to the minister of the church. Although there was
certainly time for this to be done before the church service
started and although the minister must have heard who was

at his church door, the minister never appeared, (This min-
ister was a good man who tried through tre words and Wuiet
manners of the past to lead his people; but his silenc? his
absence, his inaction, his insistence on acting as everything

)
were still normal and normal rather than radical, dramatic

steps were necessary, /MAL/¥Y£/ were the most reassnring

defense that could ever have been made for the status quo.)
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A crowd of church people, dressed in their Easier finery,
was beginning to gather and stare at the Bishops, wondering
1f the police would suddenly move in and make the arrests.
Then some clever church officials asked the Bishops to come
with them. The men then led the Bishops around to a side

and the approaching newsmen and television

door of the church, out of sight of most of the crowd (and crews
somewhat more out of reach of the police), and then asked
the men to go bac k to their own states. The Negro Bishop
could say that Mississiopi was his K state, one of the three
where he worked, When it was clear that they would not be
admwitted to the church, through any door, the Bishops gave
the ushers a printed statement, asking that it be given to
all people in the church. The Bishops then left the church.
The time was still only about ten minutes before the worship
houry 1f they had waited longer they might have been arrested,
btut probably not. The police had already hesitated to arrest
the men, probably because of orders to leave the Bishops alone
because of possible bad publicity. There was no hesitation
in arresting the nine other men that Easter Sunday.

The two Bishops then went to one of the local Black ketho-
dist churcheé.fof their.éés¥ér Sun&éymwﬁrship s;ffices. fﬁége

churches always welcomed integrated groups turned away from
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the closed doors of the white-only churches. #any Black churches
in Jackson and all parts of the state were too afraid to
allow-any Novement meetings in théir churches and no in-
tegrated groups ever bothered to go here on a Sundgy morning.
Sut alil of the churches whose ministers were sympathetic'to
+the iovement (and who had oTlten received threats that their
churches wouodd be bombed 1I they continued letting the Move-
ment hold meetings there) were glad to welcome all visitors

to "the House of Prayer for all People." Many times these
Black churches even served as iiteral sanctuary when an
integratéd group had been turned away from a white church and
+hen was followed by the police as they started the long trip
back to Tougaloo. These peonle cometimes went into a friendly

37ack church both to worship--and to escape the police.



