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Resuné of the Inquiry
Re: Robert Parris Moses

Conscientious Objector

Registrant wag borm in New York Cicy on January 23,
1935. His paxents were members of the Baptist Church
and the reglatrant formerly attended that chuvch but
claims membership in no religious organization.

The records of Stuyvesant High School in New York |
City show that the registrant attended there from
September 1945 until his graduation im June 1952 and
was rated 320 in a class of 7530; thet only a select
group of students are taken at that high school and
that he rated as very intelligent with outstanding |
personality and chavacter; that he was president of his
senior class and also received & scholership award. A
teacher in this school recalled the registrant as being
quiet, reserved, soft spoken and a good athlete. He
could not comment on the registrant's claim., The
records of Hamilton College, Clinton, Mew York show
that the registrant attended there from Septewmber 1952
until his graduation in June 1956 with an A, B. degree
and attaining an 83 percent average; that he majored
in philesophy and had been active in baseball and
bagketball, was a member of the Homor Court in his
Jundor year and was basketball captain end class vice
president in his senlor year; that he was granted
a $900 scholarskip and given opportunity to earm $200
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additional by employment {n the Cosmons. An officlal
of this college vecalled the registrant as a fine
student, reputable, capable and consélentious; that
he knew nothing of regletrant's feeling toward military
gervice but he would not be surprised if the registrant
held conscientious-objector beliefs because of his
quiet manner; that he had read of the registrant's
gctivity with the Freedom Riders in the south. An
instructor in thiz school advised that he conaidered
the reglstrant to be & reputable, capasble and loyal
American; that he did not have any indication that the
registrant either favored or opposed military service;
that he believed him sincere and honest and therefore
 probably possessed of the convietions on military service
he claimed te have. The vecords of Harvard University,
Cambridge, Massachusetts show thst the reglstrant was
awarded a Masters of Arts degree in June 1937 by the
Harvard Graduate Sclweol of Arts and Sclences; that he
majored in philosophy at Barvard from September 1956 to
March 1958 when he withdrew with a B average; that his
records were ineomplete and he falled s preliminery
examination for a Doctor of Philecophy degree in May
18537. An instxuctor in this university who iz a member
of the Boclety of Friends sdvised that he knew the
reglastrant to be intervested in the philosophy of pacifism
and nonviolence and he believed the registrant would
be sincere in his conscientious objection,

The records of the New York Umiversity Medical
GCenter in New York City show that the registrant worked
there part time in the library from January 1951 to
September 1952, from June 1953 to July 31, 1953, for
a couple of days in September 1953, from December 22
to December 30, 1933 and from June tu September 1934,
Representatives of the libnry advimed that the registrant
was outstanding with high ideals and excellent character
that they had not discussed mllitary service or religion
with him but believed he would be sincere in his claim.
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The records of Hamilton Coellege, Clinton, New York
show that the registrant worked there as a walter

in the Commons ox cafeteria part time from Seéprember

1952 until June 1955. The records of the Ameriean

Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

show that the registrant was sssigned to an overseas
work comp in France during the gummer of 1955 snd to

an overseas work cemp and seminar ian Japan during the
gumer of 1956 and there was nothing unfavorable about
him in the records. A secretary of the committee
advised that the vegistrant was sociable, patient and
consclentious and that his work habits and attitude were
good; that he was respected by his associstes end gave
natural leadership. An employer of the dining hall,
Harvard Business School advised that the registrant
worked there two nights a week as a night grill attendant
from November 1956 to May 1957. An officlal of the..
Society of Friends at Cembridge, Massachusetts sdvised
that the registrant contacted him for employment and
that he had done maintenance work at the meeting house
from Octobexr 1957 to March 1958; that he had sttended
Fitends meetings two or three times a month but was not
an enrolled member. He believed registrant to be of
good character and a gincere conscientious objector.
Another member of this organisation asdvised that the
reglatrant was of good character and habits, sympathetic
to the Priends doctrine of pacifism and sincere in his
elaim. A reqresentative of a ehildrens school on

West 60th Street, New York City advised that the regis-
trant was hired to work with the Negro students who

did not want to study for a short time early in 19358
and that he was intelligent, quiet, and gincere and

she would believe him sincere in his claim. A
representative of Hovace Mann School advisged that the
registrant had taught mathematics at that school during
the school years from 19358 to 1961 and was an excellent
teacher; that he resigned to go south and help his

race get reglstered so that they eould vote and thst he
had been arrested in Mississippl in October 1961. She
balieved he would be sinceve in his c¢laim. Individuals

i T A




- by w

connected with the Greenville Industrial College,
Greenmville, Missisaippl sdvised that the registrant

hag never been employed by that school. A representa-
tive of this school advised that the registrant was
interviewed im June 1961 as an individusl who could
£111 the position of a mathematics tescher; that he
understaod the reglstrant wes about to be drafted

and the only way he could aveld the draft was by

beinl employed as a teacher in the fidld of religlous
education; that he vnderstood that the registrant was
boing paid by the govermment in some way and that he
was vo receive wo pay for teaching in that school; that
the regietrant had been offered a position in a letter
gsent to New York but the registrant never showed up to
teach; that the reglstrant made no objection to military
service and made no statement indiecating eonscientious
objection. A repregentative of the Student Ronviolent
Coordinating Commlttee (SHCC), Atlanta, Georgla advised
that he has known the registunt since July 1961 and that
he is of good character, sincere ln his beliefs and
¢onmgidered a geniug by his sssgociates; that he abhors
violence and his work with the SRCC is an example of
the esxtent to which he will go te aveid violenge; that
he has been beaten three times during demonstratioms

in Missiesippl and while being besten will loock up and

say "Forgive them'; that the registrant has never discussed

consclentious objection with him but he believed regis-
trant to be consclientiously opposed to serviece in the
Axmed Yorces; that the registrant has donated his time
to the organization and his only compeénsation has been
room and board; that the ENCC doeés not heve s chevier
and the by~laws of the organization have not been writtsn
‘but the purpose was stated st thelr Raleigh conference
as sssuing a philosophical or religiocus idesl of non-
vielence from Judd{c-Christian traditions seeking &
social order of juscice,Psrmested by love. Anothex
representative of this ovganization advised that the
registrant has been associated with that committee since
July 19613 that he ceme to Avlanta in the summer of 1960

to aid the Negro race and had » Masters degree in Fhilosophy;
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that he never wmade sny statement about serving in
the Armed Forces but believed in nonviolence ss a
way of life. He is certain that the registvant is
gincere in his eclaim. '

An ssgocinte of the registvant in his work with
the SRCC advised that he hes worked with the reglstrant
at MeComb, Missigsippi and that the regiatrant is guiet,
regerved and dynemic; that he is nonviclent in principle
and remains calm in heated discussions; that st the time
he was beatel by a mob in McCoub he offered no resistance;
that he stayed in jail in McCowk because he did not want
other young coordinators to stay in jail alone; that the
registrant had tell him that he felt fear but could not
let himself be overcome by fear; that he never mentioned
anything about being & conscientious objector. He believed
registrant would be sinvere in his elaim, Anothér associste
of the registrant who 18 a fleld secretary of the SNCC
adviged that the regilstrent is Assistsnt Divector of
Voter Registration and that he worked with the registrant
for two and one half mouths at MeComb wotil he was assigned
to & different matter in September 1961; that the regis-
trant was arvested at MeComb in conmection with a demonstration
under the ausplices of the SNCC and In view of the high
wmoral traits the veglatrant displayed he had no rearon
to question the reglstrant's eonselentiocus-objector ¢laim.

A nelghbor of the reglstrant and his femily om

West 1ilst Street, Hew York City advised that the family
were fine neighbors and the children well behaved; that
the famlly moved in 1958 when the mother died and he

has not seen them sincei that the registrant’s grandfather
- wa# a minlaster but he did not believe the registrant was
a mewber of any church; that the registrant's father
worked at an Armory in Hew York City and he could not
comment on the registrant's claim.  Another neighbor in
Hew York City advised that the registrent's gandfather
was & Baptist minister sand she belleved the vegistrent's
- parents were also Baptists; that ghe kaew of no chuxch
the registrant sttended although he talked a great deal
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about veligion and was always against violence and

warj that he had two brothers whe had had wilitary
sexvice. &he believed he would be sincere ia his
conscientious objection. An swnt of the registrant

in Rew York City advised that the registrant used to

#tay with her occssionally, was never in trouble and

has & wondexrful outlock on life. She had not digcussed
religlon ox military sexvice with bhim and eould not
comuent o his claim. A neighber in Hew York

who has known the veglstrant all the registrant's life
advised that the xegistrant belonged to no church that
she kuew of but believed he had studied religion at
Hamailton College; that she had never discussed religion
with bim and could not comment on his claim. A nelghbox
of the registrant on 13%th Stweet, New Yoxk City advised
that he had known the reglstrant simce August 1960 and
believed hiu to be & good ﬁui@a intelligent tenant; that
he had not discussed religfon or military sexvice with
him snd could not comuent on his claim, A neighbor

on 82nd Btreet, New York City advised that he met the
reglstrant at & folk dance camp {n Maine in the spring
of 1860 and thet the xegistrant vesided on 82nd Street
with a teacher in the down town commmity school frow
October 1960 to July 1961; that the registrant had mentioned
that he was & consclentious objector and he did not know
the vegistzant's ressons for his stemd but believed him
to be sincere in everything he did; that the registrant
was in Mississippl in the summer of 1960 and again in

the summer of 1961 when he was arvested. He believed
registrant Lo be sincere in his conscientious-objectox
claim, A gecond grade teacher st the down town comnity
school adviged that she met the registvant st a folk dance
cauwp in Maine and she frequently visits friends of the
registyant on 82nd Stveet; that the reglstrant atvongly
believes in peace, equality, freedom and dignity for
himself and others and she feels he would be sincere

in his claim, A landlady at Cambridge, Massachusetts
advised that she rented & voom Lo the registrant for six
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weeks in 1957; that he was then a student at Havvard
Business School snd she had known him slightly as

a witness; that she never discussed pacifism with him

but she believed him to be of good character and believed
- he would be sincere in his convietions. An official

of the NAYEP in McComb, Misslssippl advised that the
registrent steyad at his home inm July and August 1961

and he considered the reglstrant to be honest, of good
conduct and only an occasional drinker; that they found
him evesive regarding things e did not want to discuss
and he had stated that he did not want to go into the
Army a8 wilitary sexvice would disrupt his plans; that

he is so dedicated to the work of helping the Negroes
régister that that work comes ehwad of snything alsey

that the registrant had been beaten up and he had
counseled the registrant ageainst returning to that work
but the reglstrant had veturned that very night to

the veglstrativn ¢lass; that he had talked with the vegieg~
trant sbout veligzion and hud gained the ldea that he was
in joining 8 church. He advised that the registrant

did not have & Bible with him when he lived theve. Another
associate of the reglietrant at MeComb advised that
shortly after the veglstrant ceme there he vsturned to
New York and on his veturn geve the impression that he
had been successful in obtaining a deferment; that the
regletrant impressed him as being of good character,
sincere and honest and had once mentioned that it would
be better if he could eontinue his work wather than

© gexve in the Avmy and he gave no other resson for not
wanting to go into the Army; that he was unusually
gengitive about killing an snimal snd would stop his

- car rather than hit a dog in the road. Another associste
with whom the registrant resided in Beptember 1961 advised
that the registrant does not drink or assoclate with
women but seemed to be completely devoted to his work

in voter registrotion; that he had attended the Beptist
Church while staying there. He believed that the regis-
trant felt that he could be more valushle in his work in
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helping the colored people then going into military
sexrvice and that this wag probably the yeason for

his objection to military sexvice. He advised that

he had asked the vegletrant if he did not want someone
to go with Idm when he went out at night and that the
reglatrant had snswered that he had someong &s the

Iovd was with him. A landlady at McComb advised

that she had asked the registrant why he did not

fight back when he was beatén up st the demonstration
md that he had said "I couldn't do that. You know

1'm nonviolent,” A director st McComb advisad that

he had treated the registrant for juries after he had
been beater’ up in August 1961} that the registrant at-
times would borrow his car for hig work but he did not
kaow the registxant was a consclentious objector; that
the registrsnt had gxapawwé & pstition to exempt him,
the doctor, from militsry sérvice becsuse he was the only
geloved doctor in the commmity snd his services were
indigpensable to the eommmity; thet the veglstrant did
not mention his own views on Belective Serviee or on
religion,  He felt the registrant was a sineere person
and would be sinceve in his claim. An associate of

the regietrant at MeComb who lived in & rented room with
the registrant advised that for his services the regis-
trent had pald him room and board and & few dollare a
week as spending money; Chat hé was arvested with the
registrant In a high school sit iu demonstration and
spent 32 days in jall with the registrant; that he did
not lmow the registrant was a conseientisus objector and
the reglistrant never mentionediit to him; thet he had
mide a comment to another person that he d4id not want

to go into the sérvies but did not say why; that it

was his opinion that the reglstrant was dedicated to his
work and did not went to lsave it te go into the sexviee.
He advised that he did not think it was a poliecy of

the SHCC ¢6 be opposed to militdry service snd that the
registrant's objeéctions represented his owm pevsonsl
views. Another partieipsnt in this sit in demonstyration
advised that he was notified om October 4, 1961 of a
march of students from the high sehool to the Masonie Lodge
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and he went there and found the regletvant and fouwr
othersstudents preparing signs; that the students
marched to the hall and the registrant then addvessed
them there saying he did not feel it wise te continue
agche felt theve would be violenee and he suggested
they confine thelr activities te the colored section
of the town; that they voted to contioue snd the regis-
trant and other BHCC representatives went with them
that as a result thay‘wura srrested and spent the next
37 days in jsil. He adviged that the reglistrant had
mentioned golng to Euxwy& for the Ameriecsn Friends

and that he had sung & somg which had the theme "Man
will never fight sgain” and a ritle something like
"Peace Time"; that in regard to the disturbance in
Berlin the registrant had stated that he could not

gee how the govermment could ask people in the United
States to go to a forelgn country and fight and inter-
vane in thelr problems when thay had not solved thelr
own domestic problems at home and he had mentioned

21l the money spent on bombs while people here were
staxving. He advised that the registrent attended
church simest every Sumday, sttending a different church
each Bunday ln comection with the fund ralsing drive
for the voters reglstratiom progream, He believed
registrant eincere in his claim and there were s number
of reasons for it.

The registrant's father advised that he hag three
gons and that when his wife died in 1938 he had a
nervous breakdown, went to & hospital and the family
broke up; that the reglastvent went o stay with an aunty
that the reglstrant s of good charascter, intelligent,
& deep thinker snd sincers in everything he does; that
religion was not pughed st him end he went enly occasionally
to Sunday Sehwol at 8¢, Merk's Church at 138th Street
- and St. Nichalas Avermie In Wew York City and he did
not know of any ¢hurch of which the vegistrant wss 2
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pember; that st one tisme while sttending Hamilton
College the vegistrant bad written that he was

#lncere about becoming & minister and that he had
told his son that the ministry was & calling, not

Just an occupation; that the registrant had teld him
during hie junior oxr senior year st Hamilton College
that he was going to file & ¢comscientious-ebjector
claim; that he had teld the vegilstrant "All Hell would
break out™ and thet the registrant had said that the
worst that could happen to him would be that he would
spend a few years in jail; that he himself has worked

at an Armory for a nusber of years and that om son

bas spent two years lo the Axmy and another son is
presently in the Army in Europe, He was sure that

the registreant is sincere in his consciemtious-objector
claim. A veference who wag an instryuctor of the
registrant at Hamilton College adviged that the regis-
trant had cccasionally sexrved s a baby sitter for him

sid that he recalled that the veglstrant had conscientious-
ebjector beliefs before he mwet him and that he seemed

to be aincers snd to have sound grounds for his belief;

that he himgelf was a censclentious cbjector In World War II
and is active In the Quaker organiszation; that he has
talked to the registrant about his beliefs but does nog
recull cthe grounds upon which the vegistrant based his
objections. He advised chat he hes veceived correspondence
from the reglstrent who was in jail in Geoxgls fox
agtivities in comaection with the Freedom Riders,

Credit records were negative. Kecords of the
Fike County Jail, Magnolis, Missiseippi show that
the registrant was admitted to the jail on October 31,
1361 and was veleased on $1,000 ball on December 6, 1961.
The records of MeComb, Mississippl Police Department
show that the veglstrant was charged on Gerober 4, 1961
with dlaturbing the peace and was found guillty before
& Justice of the Feace on Oeteber 31, 1961; that an
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affidavit in the files filed by a police officer
charged the registrant with contributing to the
delinquency of a minor 16 years of age by encouraging
the child to viclate the laws of Mississippi. A
Justice of the Peace at McComb advised that the
reglstrant was brought inte his court on August 15,
1961 charged with interfering with & policeman in

the perfoxmance of his duty and that he had found

the registrant gullty and fined him $50 with $5 costs
and offered to suspend the $50 fine if the registrant
w.iald not return to court fex 90 days) that the regls~
trant refused to pay the $5 cost and was then remanded
to the Pike County Jailj that a Negro attornmey then
came and paid the regilstrant’'s way out of jail for

$49 representing the $350 fine and $5 cost less the

two days in jail at §3 a day. He advised that the
attorney had indicated at the time that he intended

to appeal the conviction.

Frepared: March 21, 1962



